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Significance: Architecture

Area(s): CON.L: Bedford - Davis Courts Area

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA 

L 
FORM NO. 

CONCORD 

19/21 Davis Court 

dwelling 

dwelling 

Ca. 1891 

maps, s t y l e ; 
owner's records 

vernacular V i c t o r i a n 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showin^property^^ioTariori 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

:hitect Patrick Hennessey ( ? ) 

N 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings shed 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition excel1ent 

Moved no Date N/A 

Acreage 

Setting 

l e s s than one acre 

On dead-end side 
s t r e e t with houses of s i m i l a r type 

and date. 

iJTM REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

Parcel H9-867 A. Forbes Recorded by 
research by Janet Beyer 

Organization for Concord H i s t . Comm. 

SCALE Date July, 1990 



( € 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This i s the most well-preserved of several small 2 1/2-story double-houses on Davis 
Court. (See a l s o #9/11, 27/29 and 39/41.) This d i s t i n c t i v e house-type i s two rooms 
deep and four bays wide, with paired center e n t r i e s and a p a i r of narrow 1-over-l-sash 
windows at the center second story. The trim consists of plain , narrow boarding with 
an unboxed cornice; the window surrounds are unadorned. A pai r of ridge chimneys graces 
the roof; the foundation i s brick. The doors and porches of these houses vary 
somewhat—the doors here are of the early-twentieth century glass-and-panel type with a 
si n g l e l i g h t surrounded by multiple colored glass panes; they are sheltered by a 
shed-roofed porch on turned posts. The windows are 2-over-2-sash. This house has a 
shallow 1-story leanto across the back. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the commum'ty. 

The changes i n ownership of t h i s house form an i n s t r u c t i v e p a r a l l e l with s o c i a l changes 
i n the Bedford Street area through the turn of the century. Most of the early owners of 
the Davis Court houses, the f i r s t of which were b u i l t during the 1880's, have I r i s h 
surnames. Map evidence i s somewhat ambiguous for #19/21, but i t appears to have 
belonged by 1906 to Patrick Hennessey, who i s l i s t e d on the s t r e e t i n 1892. Hennessey 
was a carpenter and builder, and i t i s i n t r i g u i n g to think that t h i s house may s t i l l be 
give an accurate impression of h i s s k i l l s . 

By 1920 many families of I t a l i a n o r i g i n had moved into the neighborhood. Between 1910 
and 1930, i n f a c t , there was a concentration of people with a S i c i l i a n background here. 
Typical of the area as a whole, when t h i s house house changed hands i n the early 1920's 
i t was bought by Joseph Lombardo, whose family s t i l l l i v e s here. 
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