
 

Inventory No: CON.30   

Historic Name: U. S. Post Office - Concord Branch

Common Name:

Address: 34 Walden St

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Concord Center

Local No: H9-828

Year Constructed: 1937

Architect(s):
Carter, Harry B.; Guarino, John; Hull, Franklin M.;
Kaeselau, Charles; Melick, Louis A.; Mutual Construction
Company; Nelson-Wentworth, C.; Simon, Louis Adolf

Architectural Style(s): Colonial Revival

Use(s): Post Office

Significance: Architecture; Art; Commerce; Politics Government

Area(s): CON.DU: Main Street Historic District

Designation(s): Local Historic District (03/12/1962)

Building Materials(s):

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Brick; Granite; Wood; Wood Flushboard; Metal,
Undetermined
Foundation: Brick; Concrete Unspecified
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street _ ~. , 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

1 7 199? 

Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

H9-828 CONCORD 3 0 

J 
Town 

CONCORD 

(neighborhood or village) 
Concord Center 

34 Walden Street 

Concord Post Office 

post o f f i c e 

post o f f i c e 

bf Construction 
1937 

Plague on building 

Form 

' tect/Builder 

C o l . / C l a s s i c a l Revival 

Harry B. Carter, with 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

Louis Simon; Neal Melick, engineer 
lor Material: 

brick 
Foundation 

Wall/Trim. 

Roof 

brick 

asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 
none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 
rear wing added, main entry r e p l a c e d — 
-Late 20th century 

Condition good 

Moved 13 no • yes Date N/A 

Acreage l e s s than one acre 

Recorded by 

Organization for C n n r n r d H i s t , C o m m i s s i o n 

Date (month/day/year) July, 1992 

Setting 
In commercial d i s t r i c t , 

i n l i n e of 19th-early 20th-century 
conrnmercial, municipal and i n s t i t u -
tional buildings of varying design. 
At corner of Hubbard Street. 

Follow Massach. Historical Commission Survey Manual instruction • completing this farm. 



B U I L D I N G F O R M ( . \ ( 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

Like the 1904 municipal f i r e s tation next door, the Concord Post Office i s 
typical of small Colonial Revival government buildings of the early twentieth 
century. The main building i s a wide one-story symmetrical brick structure with 
a shallow-hipped roof topped by a t a l l cupola; the main entry i s i n the center of 
a large three-bay pedimented facade pa v i l i o n . A l l the windows are large, with 
multiple-light sash. The three i n the center have segmental-arched openings are 
separated by wide brick p i l a s t e r s . The other windows are rectangular, and are 
set into wide recessed brick panels. The pediment i s flushboarded; the rooflines 
are trimmed with a molded wooden cornice. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E • see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

The Concord Post Office was b u i l t i n 1937 on what had formerly been the lawn of 
the George Brabrook house (see #22-28 Walden Street.) I t replaced a s e r i e s of 
small Post Offices that over the course of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries had been housed i n stores and other business establishments on Main and 
Walden Stre e t s . 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Maps and a t l a s e s : Sanborn maps from 1942. 
Street l i s t , Main Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

• Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 

Historic. Architectural & Archeoloeical Significance Survey 

1. General Information 

a. Facility Name 
U.S. Post O f f i c e , Concord, MA 

b. Histonc'Origmal Name 
U.S. Post O f f i c e 

c. Finance/Subloc. No. d. Site Size (Sq. Ft.) 
48700 

e. Lot, Block 

f. Property Address (Include countv & ZIP codej 
34 Walden S t r e e t 
Concord, MA 01742 
Middlesex County 

e. Building Size (Sq. Ft.) 
'9150 

h. Buildins; Size (Dimensions) 
74 X 56 & 69 X 72 

f. Property Address (Include countv & ZIP codej 
34 Walden S t r e e t 
Concord, MA 01742 
Middlesex County i. Is Buildinc Open to Public? 

Yes 
j . Address of Office with Building Records (Name and address of field 

office, region, etc. with official file.) 

N.E. F i e l d Real E s t a t e & B u i l d i n g s O f f i c e 
1050 Waltham S t . , Lexington, MA 02173 

k. Original Use of the Building 
Post O f f i c e 

j . Address of Office with Building Records (Name and address of field 
office, region, etc. with official file.) 

N.E. F i e l d Real E s t a t e & B u i l d i n g s O f f i c e 
1050 Waltham S t . , Lexington, MA 02173 

1. Present Use 
Same 

2. Property Appearance 
a. Description of General Area (Describe neighborhood, historic district, land use & direct or indirect effect upon other building of historic interest. 

If more space is needed, attach additional sheets.) 

On one of Concord's secondary commercial s t r e e t s , the Post O f f i c e i s a d j a c e n t to a l a r g e 
19th century wood church and a two s t o r y b r i c k commercial s t r u c t u r e . The s i t e s are w e l l 
landscaped w i t h a number of l a r g e t r e e s . A cross the s t r e e t a r e one s t o r y connected masonry 
s t o r e f r o n t s l i n i n g the sidewalk:/, no landscape p l a n t i n g . 

b. General Condition of Property (Site and Building) 

Condition and maintanance of both the b u i l d i n g and grounds appears to be v e r y good. 

c. Description of Building Material (Roofs, walls, foundation, interior features, floor and ceiling, etc.) 

The b r i c k e x t e r i o r i s trimmed i n p a i n t e d wood. F r o n t s t e p s a r e g r a n i t e w i t h simple i r o n 
r a i l i n g s and l i g h t s t a n d a r d s . The con c r e t e foundation i s not v i s i b l e on the e x t e r i o r . The 
f r o n t roof i s p i t c h e d w i t h replacement a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s and met a l i c e f l a s h i n g a t the eaves. 
The lobby f l o o r i s o r i g i n a l t e r r a z o , wainscot i s marble. Ornamental p l a s t e r i s used a t the 
c o r n i c e and c e i l i n g . A new aluminum and g l a s s p a r t i t i o n d i v i d e s the o r i g i n a l lobby. 

d. Description of Floorpian (Attach drawings if available.) 

A low f l i g h t of g r a n i t e s t e p s l e a d s up t o the (replacement aluminum) e n t r y doors. The box 
lobby i s entered d i r e c t l y , w i t h the expanded s e r v i c e lobby t o t h e r i g h t and the Postmaster's 
O f f i c e to the l e f t . Beyond t h e lobby i s the expanded workroom w i t h the m a i l p l a t f o r m and 
t r u c k a r e a to the r e a r . 

e. Description of unusual or unique subterranean features (Basement, tunnels, vaults, shelters, etc.) 



3. Architectural History 
a. Date Designed 
1936 

b. Date Construction Began 
1937 

c. Date Buildine Completed 1939 d. Date Restored/Renovated 1965 
e. Original Owner (Name <t Biographical Data) 
U.S. Government f. Original Builder (Name <t Biographical Data) 

Mutual Construction Co. - General Contractor 
C. Nelson-Wentworth - Co n s t r u c t i o n Engineer 
F r a n k l i n M. H u l l - Con s t r u c t i o n Engineer 

g. Original Architect (Name &. Biographical Data) 
Louis A. Simon, Supervising A r c h i t e c t 
Harry B. Carter, A r c h i t e c t 

h. Other Significant Participants (Names, relation to building, biographical data) 
Mural i n lobby-Revolutionary War 
B a t t l e Scene a t Concord by Charles Kaeselau 

i. Restoration Architect or Designer (if building has been restored/renovated) 
Rear extension, lobby modernization - John Guarino, A r c h i t e c t 

4. Architectural Significance 

Identify type, period, method of construction, artistic value, significant and distinguishable entity (See National Register criteria, 36 CFR 60.4, 
Criteria for Evaluation). 

A pedimented 3-bay c e n t r a l p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n i s flanked by single-bay hipped r o o f side 
wings. Wide, f l a t b r i c k p i l a s t e r s d e f i n e the c e n t r a l bays, i n s e t b r i c k panels d e f i n e the 
wing bays. Each main bay co n t a i n s a l a r g e , segmental arched opening .set i n a recessed b r i c k 
panel, the center opening c o n t a i n i n g the simply framed wood entrance (replacement aluminum 
doors). A large wood and metal louvered b e l f r y caps the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f the p i t c h e d r o o f s . 
D e t a i l i n g (Colonial T r a d i t i o n a l ) i s kept t o a minimum. The v i s u a l e f f e c t depends i n s t e a d on 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p between l a r g e - s c a l e elements of a somewhat planer character. 

5. Historical Significance 

Identify the broad patterns of American history (National, state or local level) or historic persons with whom the property is associated. 
(See National Register Criteria.) 

Designed i n the mid 1930's, the b u i l d i n g i s t y p i c a l of many b u i l t d u r i n g the Depression Era. 
A l o c a l c o n s u l t i n g A r c h i t e c t was employed, one of the ] 2 s s common Government programs, but 
f r e q u e n t l y used i n the e a r l y 1930's. 

6. Conclusion and Recommendation 

Should this property be nominated to the National Register? • Yes £x No 
Give a brief statement to support your recommendation. 

A smaller s t r u c t u r e by Post O f f i c e standards, the b u i l d i n g i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f standard plans 
and e x t e r i o r e l e v a t i o n m o t i f s i n use by the Post O f f i c e a t t h i s t i m e . B e l f r y and pediment 
are p o s s i b l e design f e a t u r e s i n f l u e n c e d by the p a r t i c u l a r l o c a t i o n , otherwise the 
appearance i s u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d . 

Prepared by David R. Hocker Final Recommendation by 
Signature E a r l R. Flansburgh + Asso c i a t e s , I n c . 

77 North Washingtoiy^Tkreet r\ ( 
Boston, MA 02114 W X. J^K.^hLO. . 

Signature 

T i U e A r c h i t e c t Date ' « ' — ^ l - Title / Date 



COM z° 

Church Commercia 

Walden Street-

1. LOBBY 

2. POSTMASTER'S OFFICE 

3. WORKROOM 

A. MAIL VESTIBULE 
5. MAIL PLATFORM 

£3 ORIGINAL BUILDING (BEFORE ADDITION) 

Earl R. Flansburgh + As c ia tes , Inc. 
77 North Washington Street Boston, Massachusetts 02114 Concord>rv1a. 






