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Kelley, William - Smith, Emma House

40 EIm St

Concord
Concord Center
G9-1721

1878

Italianate; Stick Style
Single Family Dwelling House

Architecture

Roof: Asphalt Shingle; Slate
Wall: Board and Batten; Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick; Granite; Stone, Cut
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FORM B - BUILDING ) Assessor’s iumber USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

Massachusetts Historical Commission G9-1721 CONCORD 0
80 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116

CONCORD
Town

(neighborbood or village)

Concord Center

|

P 40 Elm Street
ess

. William and Sarah Kelley
pric Name _gouse/mrama smith House——

« dwellin
1. Present v
T dwellin
Original .
1878

& of Construction
Owner's records.

€

Stick Style/Italianate *
/Form

i ) unknown
itect/Builder
Exterior Material:

Sketch Map Foundation dressed granite
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within _ and brick
it. Number each property for which individual Wall/Trim wood clapboard
z:nvent‘ory forms have been,completed. Label streets Roof asphalt shiilola o slite
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate
sheet if space is not sufficient bere. Indicate North. Outbuildings/Secondary Structures _none

Major Alterations (with dates)___ Post 1927:

garage att. at W. rear; late-20th

C.: some window replacement.

Condition  €%cellent

Moved Of no O yes Date N/A

less than one acre

A. Forbes Acreage
research by Liz Bolton Sat; At base of Elm Street, in area
Recorded by 8L e
for Concord Hist. Commission of late-19th century houses.
Organization

May, 1991
Date (month/day/year)

Follow Massa{_ tts Historica; Comnmiscion Survey Manual instructio=: for completing this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (X see continuation sheet ‘
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the

COTILUNLY.

This house is one of Concord's best examples of one type of eclectic hybrid house that
was the height of fashion in the late 1870's. It is a tall 2-bay 2 1/2-story
"gable-end" that in its decoration combines elements of both the Stick Style and the
Italianate. Most characteristic of the Stick Style is the prominent banding of the wall
surface below all window courses, including a section of board and batten between the
second and third stories on the facade.

The house has a 2-story rear wing on a brick foundation, to which a rear extension was
added some time after 1927, connecting it to what appears to be the former barn/carriage
house. A 2-story mansard-roofed bay abuts the west side. A polygonal bay window at
the first story of the facade is an Italianate note, and on the east side a rectangular
one-story bay window with diagonal board ard batten paneling below adds a further
element of the Stick Style. A bracketed shed-roofed dormer window pierces the west
slope of the roof, and a large pitch-roofed through-cornice dormer with tripartite
window appears on the east side. (Cont.)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE A& see continuation sheet .
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

This house was built on one of the lots laid out south and east of the Sudbury River in
the Elm Street area by William F. Hurd in the 1860's and '70's. Hurd constructed houses
on some of the lots for rental or resale; others were sold for building lots. The lot
for this house was bought in 1874 by Sarah Louise Kelley, wife of William Kelley,

Jr. (They lived in the small cottage next door at #48 Elm Street, see Form # J)

In 1876 they mortgaged the cottage to build this house, which was completed in 1878;
they moved in on April 30 of that year. William Kelley, Jr. was a sea captain, in
charge of the ship "City of Macon", out of Georgia. According to Keyes, he also
commanded the "City of Columbus'", which was wrecked on the "Devils Bridge" off Naushon
Island ca. 1884. The Kelleys sold the cottage after they moved, and lived here for
several years.

Owners' records show that this house was purchased in 1892 by Emma F. Smith, although
the Concord Directory lists the Kelleys here until after the turn of the century, with
Emma Smith as a boarder. Tolman, writing in 1915, states that Capt. Kelley was then
spending "most of his time" in Florida, which might explain the Directory listing.
(Cont.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES O see continuation sheet

Maps and atlases: 1889, 1893, 1906; Sanborns from 1903.
Town Directories.

Mass. Registry of Deeds.

Interview with owner, 3/16/91.

Keyes.

® Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property
CONCORD Kelley/Smith House

Massachusetts Historical Commission Area(s) Form No.

80 Boylston Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ?O

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

Windows here are primarily 2-over-2-sash with plain surrounds; those at the second story
of the facade, however, are topped by an Eastlakian type of studded and paneled crown.
The entry, typical of the 1870's, has a double-leafed door with large etched glass
lights and a studded entablature that repeats the upper window detail. It is sheltered
by a large hip-roofed hood on oversized braces decorated with a pierced-work infill

panel.

The house trim includes heavy bracketing at the roof rake and cornmers, with pierced
decoration at the main corners. The stud detail is repeated in a small screen at the
main gable and in the east dormer. The cornice is unboxed. A veranda along the east
side of the rear wing has bracketed square, chamfered posts.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

Emma Smith was a teacher in Boston; in 1901 she is listed as the treasurer of the
Concord Female Charitable Society. She lived here with her father Julius M. Smith (d.
1912), formerly of #398 Main Street, and other family members.

In 1925 she sold the house to Mabel Ballou, widow of Murray Ballou. Also living here
were her brother-in-law George Ballou, and her children Richard W. with his wife Flora,
and Eleanor Ballou Short with her husband Seabury T. Short and their children. Mabel
Ballou died in 1929, leaving the house to Eleanor Short, who owned i% until 1960.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community | Property Address
80 Boyiston Street

CONCORD 40 Elm Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Area(s) FormNo,
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Ja

Recommended:
O Individually X District & Contributing to a Potential Historic District

Criteria:

A B C D
O Ll B O

Statement of Significance by
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be Justified bere.

As a rare, elaborate example of the Stick Style in Concord, and for its
contribution to the architectural character of the late nineteenth-century
residential neighborhood in the River/Elm Street area at Concord center,
40 Elm Street meets Criterion C as part of a National Register district.



