
 

Inventory No: CON.335   

Historic Name: Hosmer, Nathan S. - Cutler, Isaac House

Common Name:

Address: 41 Lowell Rd

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Concord Center

Local No: 48, H8-1688

Year Constructed: 1827

Architect(s): Cutler, Isaac; Hosmer, Nathan S.

Architectural Style(s): Federal

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):

CON.A: Concord Monument Sq-Lexington Road Historic
Dist.
CON.DV: North Bridge - Monument Square Historic
District

Designation(s):
Local Historic District (03/05/1973); Nat'l Register District
(09/13/1977)

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Slate
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Granite; Stone, Cut
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Town 

NR: DIS; L H D 

Concord 

neighborhood or village) 

rVmcnrrt c e n t e r 
A3 I owed! 

c XT*™» ri , t1er /M S H o s m e r H o u s e 

Present dwelling 

Original. dwelling 

f Construction. ca 187.7-7* 

orm 

H a l e s m a p ; assessor';' records 

F e d e r a l / G r e e k Rev iva l 
ect/Builder Isaac, Cutler 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets, 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate north. 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

(and possibly Nathan Hosmer) 

grani te h lock 
w o o d c l a p b o a r d 
slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

FEB 0 3 1997 

v y ' A S S . HIST. r.m 

7-car garage /harn- 1968-69 

Major Alterations (with dates) ca, 1895: rear 

addi t ion; ca IQSO's- w i n g e n l a r g e d : o p e n 

terrace and porch o n S F s ide o f w i n g 

Condition e v c e l l e n t 
Moved [X]no [ ] yes Date . 

Acreage one, acre 

N/A 

Recorded by A n n e F o r h e s , consu l tant 
research by Ann McNulty and Anne Forbes 

Organization T o n cord Hi s t T o m miss ion 
Date LJJ96 

Setting O n narrow d e e p lot e x t e n d i n g hacV t o 
Mil l Rrook in area o f large ly 19th-century 
h o u s e s Gran i t e cnrhing acros s front 
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A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [X] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buddings 
within the community. 

The Cutler/Hosmer House, largely unchanged in appearance since the end of the nineteenth century, 
is one of the best of Concord's many examples of the typical 2 1/2-story house of the late Federal 
period—one room deep, five- by one-bay, with a pair of rear chimneys. The main entry, a late 
Federal type, is of a design found on several other local houses of the period. It has a 6-panel door 
with shaped field panels; a similar panel is repeated below its four-paned leaded sidelights. The rest 
of the entry surround includes flat pilasters with reeded capitals and plinths with molded bases, a 
high frieze with raised, shaped panels above the pilasters, and a deep, molded cornice. (A very 
similar entry appears on the Joseph Smith House of the same period at 498 Strawberry Hill Road 
[see Form #260].) Most of the windows are 6-over-6-sash, with the projecting, molded surrounds 
characteristic of the late Federal period, and shutters that may date to the same era. 

Other architectural trim, including narrow cornerboards, sillboard above the granite foundation, and 
a molded, boxed cornice with prominent bed molding, diminutive returns, and no overhang at the 
gable ends, is also typical of the Federal period. (Cont.) 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [X] see continuation sheet 
Explain history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the 
building and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Although Keyes places the date of this house at about 1835, the appearance of the name "I. Cutler" 
at this location on one version of the 1830 Hales map of Concord suggests that it was standing in 
that year. Housewright Isaac Cutler (1800-1877), who came to Concord from Lexington with his 
new wife in 1825, was assessed $975 for a "house, shop, and garden"—possibly this property—as early 
as 1827. Although it has been stated that Cutler built the house in tandem with carpenter Nathan 
S. Hosmer (1811-1891), since in 1827 Nathan S., son of carpenter and cabinetmaker Nathan Hosmer, 
would have been only sixteen years old, it is more likely that if he was involved in the construction 
at all, it was as an apprentice rather than a partner. It is much more likely that Cutler built the 
house with Nathan Hosmer, Sr., and that later writers have confused father and son. (See Form 
#141, 69 Walden Street, for the Nathan Hosmer, Sr. House.) 

In any case, Isaac Cutler moved to Cambridge in about 1840, and sold the house to Nathan S. 
Hosmer in that year. Nathan S. lived here until his death in 1891, one year after his second wife, 
Sophia (Wheeler), whom he had married in 1848. During his long career he did much building and 
carpentry, most of it, apparently, involving repair and remodeling projects. His extensive work for 
John Thoreau on the Thoreau/Alcott House in about 1850, for instance, involved raising the house, 
replacing the old chimney with two stove chimneys, replacing the windows, reshingling the roof, and 
converting the barn into a shed. (See Form #56 [NR], 255 Main Street). The fact that he died a 
relatively wealthy man suggests that, like Isaac Cutler, he may have done some speculative building, 
as well. (Cont.) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [X] see continuation sheet 

Maps and Atlases: 1830, 1852, 1856, 1875, 1885? 1813, 1906; Sanborn map: 1927. 
Concord assessors' records. 
Concord Directories. 
Concord vital records. (Cont.) 

[ X ] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places*. If checked, a com­
pleted National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. *within NR district boundaries. 
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A R C H I T E C T U R A L DESCRIPTION, cont. 
According to at least one source, the main house formerly had a leanto across the back. Maps from 
as early as 1852 show an increasing number of ells extending to the rear to abut a large barn. About 
1895, whatever ells there were were enlarged or replaced by the present wide, two-story rear wing. 
The old barn was torn down during World War II . In the 1950's, the present slate roof was put on, 
and considerable remodeling was done on the interior. In about 1959, another two-story section was 
added to the rear. 

This is the only house in Concord attributed with certainty to builder Isaac Cutler. The similarity 
to it of the Stacy House across the street at #40, however, suggests that he may have had a hand in 
its construction, as well. On the other hand, this one-room-deep, five- by one-bay, rear-chimney 
configuration is a common arrangement for the late 1820's, and is seen in the work of Nathan 
Hosmer, Sr. and others (cf. 69 and 79 Walden Street), suggesting that any such attributions should 
be made with caution. It is known that Cutler did some of the finish work for the Concord Bank 
and Insurance Building of 1832 (see Form #14-46/48 Main Street). Most of what is known about 

J his work pertains to buildings in Cambridge, however, where he went on to develop, design, and 
build many houses in the Craigie Street and Kirkland Place area. Especially striking are the stylish 

I mid-century Italianate houses he built there in partnership with his son, George Henry Cutler (1826-
1904). 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E , cont. 
Nathan and Sophia's two sons, Alfred W., and Herbert W. Hosmer, who inherited the property, lived 
their entire lives in this house. Alfred, or "Fred", (b. 1851), was a botanist, antiquarian, 
photographer, and an authority on Thoreau, with a large collection of Thoreau memorabilia. His 
photographs of Concord buildings form an important part of the historic photo collection of the 
Concord Free Public Library. A graduate of M.I.T, he was a clerk in the Post Office for fifteen 
years, and afterwards he worked at Charles Brown's dry goods store at 29 Main Street (see Form 
#8), which he purchased in 1898. He died in 1903. 

Fred Hosmer never married. Herbert Hosmer, however, (b. 1854), married Henrietta Buttrick in 
1884, and had three children, Herbert B., Lucy, and Olive. Herbert was a bookkeeper, and later 
assistant treasurer, of the Concord Savings Bank (later Middlesex Institution for Savings). He also 
served as town tax collector. 

Of the last generation of Hosmers who lived here, Herbert and Henrietta's son, Herbert B. Hosmer, 
known as "Bebe", was a Captain in World War I. He later served as a longtime Scoutmaster, and 
as supervisor of WPA workers in the 1930's. Lucy Hosmer left Concord, and died in California. 
Olive Hosmer, who survived both her siblings, sold the house in 1953. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y , cont. 
Burgess, Marjorie Cutler. A Genealogy oLthe Cutler Family of Lesington, Mass . . . . 
Richardson. Concord Chronicle. 1967. 
Fondiler & Meyer. "Vernacular Carpenters in Concord, MA, 1790-1875" 1974. 
Garrelick & Bailey. Concord in the Days of Strawberries and Streetcars. 1985. 
Gross, Robert. The Minutemen and their World. 1976. (Cont.) 
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y , cont. 
Hosmer family genealogy. 
Keyes. "Houses in Concord." 
Keyes, Bessie. "Century of Concord Homes." 
Scudder, Townsend. Concord, American Town. 1947. 
Shattuck. 
Wheeler House File #Lo3. 
Wheeler, Ruth. Concord: Climate for Freedom. 1967. 
McNulty, Ann. Interview with former owner. 1996. 
Rettig, Robert. Guide to Cambridge Architecture. 1969. 
Cambridge Historical Commission. Mid-Cambridge Survey. 
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