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Rolfe, Henry - Hobson - Wood House

44 Middle St

Concord

Concord Center

G9-768

c 1865

Hobson, Moses

ltalianate; Victorian Eclectic
Single Family Dwelling House

Architecture

Roof: Slate

Wall: Board and Batten; Wood; Wood Clapboard; Wood
Flushboard

Foundation: Stone, Uncut
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

For its association with the late nineteenth-century residential development of Concord
center, this house meets Criterion A as part of a National Register district
encompassing a town center of 17th- through early 20th-century buildings. As one of the
most elaborate and well-preserved examples of the work of builder Moses Hobson, it also
meets Criterion C.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

One of many houses at Concord center built in the third quarter of the nineteenth
century by Moses Hobson, #44 Middle Street is probably his most elaborate building in
the Italianate form. Even here, however, in the classic 2-story, hip-roofed form, with
the distinctive Italianate 2-story polygonal bay windows on the facade, Hobson shows his
eclecticism, incorporating elements of other styles, as well. The building is one of
his most sculptural, with its contrast of surfaces and planes highlighted today by a
four-color paint scheme. A pitch-roofed central pavilion projects from the facade.

Four steeply-gabled dormers pierce the roof; all have elaborately carved moldings, are
supported on turned colums and have scallop-topped, round-headed windows. (Cont.)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners Q]ayed in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Middle Street was laid out in 1850. It extended from Academy Lane, (also called both
School Street and Cross Street,) to the one-block section of today's Thoreau Street that
had been built in front of the Fitchburg Railroad depot. Henry Thoreau made the first
plan of the street, showing its division into house lots. Later in the nineteenth
century it was called Centre Street; the name was changed by the early part of this
century. #44 is highly significant as one of the two houses at the center said to have
been built by carpenter Moses Hobson for his own residence. (See also #102 Sudbury
Road, built a decade or so later.) Aside from being one of the town's most important
master builders, Hobson was also active in real estate transactions, buying property
near the center of town, building on it, and reselling it, not necessarily in that
order. He appears to have lived in several of his buildings for short periods of time.

Deeds show that Hobson bought this and another lot from Cyrus Pierce in 1859.
Constructed between 1861 and 1866, #44 is probably the second house he built on the
street, (he probably built #43 first.) He may not have lived here long, however, as he
apparently sold both properties to Rebecca Damon, widow of Calvin Damon, (see Damon
Mill, West Concord,) in 1866. As it appears she bought them both to rent out to
tenants, however, he may have continued to live on the premises until he built #102
Sudbury ca. 1874. (Cont.)
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

Architectural trim ranges from Italianate brackets at the eaves to saw-cut
verge-boarding, and flushboarding on the bays and under the cornice, emphasized by a
scalloped band. Windows are 2-over-2-sash. A large double-leaf central door is
recessed under the pavilion, protected by a steep shed-roofed hood. The second story of
the pavilion is supported on turned brackets with scallop-boarded frieze and a rail with
pierced-work circles. The roof is slate; the foundation is parged.

The house was enlarged by JB Wood between 1875 and 1885, probably by the addition of at
least the rear sections of the rear wings. It is also possible that some of the bay
windows on the house were additions of that time.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

In any case, by 1875 #44 belonged to lumber-dealer James B. Wood, who appears to have
made this his residence until 1885, when Albert Tolman acquired it in an exchange.
Albert Tolman moved to Allston after his wife's death in ca. 1886, however, whereupon
the property was bought by the Rev. Henry M. Grout, minister of the Trinitarian
Congregational Church. He died that same year, and his widow owned the property until
at least 1889. By 1892 it belonged to Henry C. Rolf(e), who is listed in directories
through 1906 as a salesman, and then a grain dealer. At some point the house may have
been transferred to his son, Henry W. Rolfe.
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