
 

Inventory No: CON.89   

Historic Name: Whitney's Meat Market - Grocery Store

Common Name:

Address: 59 Thoreau St

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Concord Center

Local No: G9-779

Year Constructed: c 1903

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Italianate

Use(s): Market or Grocery Store; Speciality store

Significance: Architecture; Commerce

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Stone, Uncut
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

NOV 1 7 1992 

Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

CONCORD 

A 
Town _ 

Pl^Qe (neighborhood or village) 

— Cnnnnrrl Center 

ess 59 Thoreau Street 

oric Name 

\> Present dry cleaner's 

double store Original 

ca. 1903 
p of Construction 

maps; vis u a l assessment 
rce 

e/Form u t i l i t a r i a n " f a l s e - f r o n t " 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

[meet/Builder 

rior Material: 

Foundation 

Unknown 

f i e l d stone 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

wood clapboard 

(not v i s i b l e ) 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures none 

Major Alterations (with dates). 
none 

N 

Condition 
excellent 

Moved* • no • yes DateN/A 

Acreage less than one acre 

Recorded by A. Forbes 
• 

Organization 

Date (month/day/year) .T.W)<*] IQ<VI 

;anrmiss-iron 

Setting Close to s t r e e t on south­

east corner of Belknap, i n l i n e 

of 1-story twentieth-century 

store buildings. 

Follow Massti :tts Historical Commission Survey Manual instrud for completing this form. 



BUT! D I N G F O R M ( ( 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

This l i t t l e building i s extremely s i g n i f i c a n t as Concord's most well preserved survival 
of an early-twentieth-century wooden store building. The fact that i t i s one of a pai r 
adds to importance—it was b u i l t as a companion to a nearly i d e n t i c a l building on the 
eastern end of the block, at #73 Thoreau S t r e e t . I n completely i n t a c t condition, i t i s 
a deep, one-story structure with a very shallow pitched roof and prominent " f a l s e front" 
over the facade. In contrast to #73, the facade here i s symmetrical, with a pair of 
recessed entries and four large 4-light display windows. Taking advantage of the corner 
s i t e , the windows continue around the facade corner, where there i s one display window 
on each side of the building. Windows along the sides are 2-over-2-sash. A l l the major 
original entries appear to be i n t a c t : the two facade entries are recessed, and each has 
a large s i n g l e - l i g h t glass-and-panel door with two-part transom above. Even at the 
rear, a double-leaf five-panel door remains. (A six-panel door to i t s east may be a 
l a t e r replacement.) The arch i t e c t u r a l trim, i d e n t i c a l to that at #73, consists of the 
high f a l s e front, a molded cornice with small paired brackets and returns on the facade, 
a s i l l board, and wide, p l a i n cornerboards. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E • see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

#59 Thoreau Street i s a v i v i d reminder of the small corrrnercial center that gradually 
grew up opposite the Fitchburg Depot at the beginning of t h i s century. I t s companion at 
#73 was standing by 1903, and t h i s building was b u i l t shortly t h r e a f t e r , both on small 
parcels carved out of the corners of James Garty's large l o t , which had stretched from 
h i s house at #60 Middle Street (see Form # ,) to Thoreau. Although the coming of the 
rai l r o a d i n 1844 inspired such heavy-duty enterprises as the c o a l , lumber, and grain 
yards on the west side of the t r a c k s , with a century-old corrrnercial area thriving to the 
east at Main and Walden S t r e e t s , small commercial growth around the depot was r e l a t i v e l y 
slow. With the exception of the depot and baggage o f f i c e on the west side of Thoreau 
and a small f i r e house and the l i v e r y stable of the McManus brothers on the east, #59 
and 73 were the only buildings on the st r e e t between Sudbury Road and Belknap Street as 
la t e as 1918. 

Each store building housed two stores. #59 was occupied by a grocery i n the north h a l f , 
and John Whitney's meat market on the south. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Maps and at l a s e s : 1906; Sanboms from 1909. 
Town D i r e c t o r i e s . 
Concord Oral History Tapes. Ralph Hemenway: interviewed by Renee Ga r r e l i c k , 3/83. 

Kl Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 



Massachusetts Historical Commission Community Property Address 
80 Bovlston Street ^„ J , 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 CONCORD 59 Thoreau S t . 

Area(s) FormNo. 
?1 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Recommended: 

• Individually $9 District 3t Contributing to a Potential Historic District 

Criteria: 

A B C D 

• • » • 
Statement of Significance by Anne McCarthy Forbes 

77?e criteria that are checked in the above seaions must be justified here. 

#59 Thoreau S t r e e t , w i t h i t s companion a t #73 Thoreau^contr ibutes s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
t o a smal l commercial area o f e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y " f a l s e - f r o n t " s t o r e 
b u i l d i n g s i n a r a r e s t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n , and t h u s meets C r i t e r i o n C. as p a r t o f 
a N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t . 


