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Historic Name: Ricketson, Walton - Bush, James S. House

Common Name:

Address: 62 Elm St

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Concord Center

Local No: G9-1724

Year Constructed: c 1880

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Italianate

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Slate
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

Massachusetts Historicalfe>MiEi()V L . Q9-1724 
80 Boylston Street .... , r , Q Q , 
Boston, Massachusetts 021 I f f U L 1 J m j 

CONCORD 84 

CONCORD 

hborhood or village) 
Concord center 

62 Elm Street 

Bush/Ricketson House 

dwel1ing 

dwelling 

ca. 1875-76 

onstruction 
Assessor's records; Keyes 

I t a l i a n a t e 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient hfere. Indicate North. 

" 'Builder 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

unknown 

brick 

wood clapboard 

s l a t e 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 
none 

Major Alterations (with dates). 
garage a t t . at rear; modern window 
i n side e l l ; windows replaced with 
recent 2/2's. 1890's studio e l l . 

Condition good 

Moved L_tr no • yes Date N / A 

Acreage 1.04 acres 

A. Forbes 
Recorded by research by S. Hoi l i s and A. 

for Concord H i s t . Corrrnission 

Organization 
June, 1990/ 

Date (month/day/year) revised 1992 

Forbej*
e t t

^
n

^ 
Close to road at foot of Elm 

BUeeL In area of late-19th - c . houses, 
Opposite T r i n i t y Church. 

Follow Massachusel istorical Commission Survey Manual instructions ft mpleting this form. 



B U I L D I N G F O R M ( ( 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

This house i s the f i r s t i n a l i n e of three nearly i d e n t i c a l 2 1/2-story, gable-end 
vernacular I t a l i a n a t e houses b u i l t on W.F. Hurd's land i n the 1870's. Like #s '70 
and 78 Elm Str e e t , #62 has a two-story polygonal bay window on the facade, and an 
assortment of dormers. The rear wing here i s two-story, and a l a t e r one-story e l l , -
apparently dating to the early 1890's, extends west from the facade. A l l three 
houses have pedimented entry porches; the one here i s supported on square posts with 
small saw-cut brackets. Other trim here i s subdued, including an unboxed, molded 
cornice, narrow cornerboards and f r i e z e , and sawn brackets at the bay window 
cornices. The main door i s of the double-leaf, glass-and-panel type with large 
rectangular l i g h t s . 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E K) see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

The north side of Elm Street, (formerly Great Road,) between Main Street and the 
Sudbury River was low-lying swamp land u n t i l the l a t e 1850's, when Samuel Wheeler, 
who then owned the large farm to the northwest, began reclaiming the land. The farm 
f a i l e d and the farmhouse burned i n 1859, however, and a l l 300+ acres were acquired 
i n about 1864 by William F. Hurd and h i s two brothers. In the mid-1870's, with h i s 
brother Charles owning the bulk of the farm west of the r i v e r , W.F. Hurd l a i d out 
house l o t s here on lower Elm Str e e t , s e l l i n g seme and building on others. 

According to Keyes, t h i s house was one of Hurd's, and he owned i t as a rental 
property for many years. I t was occupied from about 1885 by James S. Bush, a 
re t i r e d Episcopal minister, and h i s family, u n t i l Rev. Bush's death i n 1889. In 
^.892, Walton Ricketson, who had apparently l i v e d i n the cottage formerly at #56 
Elm Street from 1881 to 1883, returned to Concord. Although Keyes and Tolman 
mention no actual owner a f t e r Hurd, assessor's records indicate that i n 1893, a f t e r 
renting for a short time, Mr. Ricketson purchased the property, and by 1895 was 
apparently the owner of h i s former residence (by then relocated to #18 River 
Street,) as w e l l . (Cont.) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S H see continuation sheet 

Maps, a t l a s e s : 1883-4, 1889, 1893, 1906. 
\ Keyes/Tolman. "Houses i n Concord." 1885; rev. 1915 and 1920's. 

Town Directories and tax l i s t s . 
) Susan H o i l i s : interview with owner, 3/27/90. 

Photo f i l e , Concord Free Libr a r y . (Cont.) 

0 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property 

CONCORD 62 Elm Street 
Bush/Ricketson House 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
Walton Ricketson (1839-1923) was the son of Daniel Ricketson, friend and correspondent 
of Thoreau, Emerson, Channing, Alcott and Sanborn as well as several other luminaries of 
the nineteenth century. Walton, an a r t i s t and author who with h i s older s i s t e r Anna 
wrote two books about t h e i r father, i s primarily remembered today as a sculptor. He had 
a studio i n the Studio Building i n Boston for many years beginning i n the early 1870's, 
and thus would have known the young Daniel Chester French at the time the l a t t e r was 
working on h i s statue of the Minuteman i n another studio there. Mr. Ricketson appears 
to have l i v e d i n Concord at two periods, f i r s t at the cottage at #56 Elm Street from 
1881 through 1883, and l a t e r here next door at #62 from 1892 through 1897. The west e l l 
of t h i s house i s s a i d to have been b u i l t as h i s studio. Among h i s surviving works are 
busts of several of the people he would have met through h i s father, but who l a t e r 
became h i s own friends, including both Bronson and Louisa Alcott. He made busts of 
'Emerson, Thoreau, and George C u r t i s , and a bas r e l i e f of Louisa, as w e l l . Several of 
these works are on permanent display i n the Concord Free Library. Mr. Ricketson i s also 
known for designing the Gosnold Monument on Cuttyhunk i n Buzzard's Bay. 

By 1906 maps show the owner of #62 as Mrs. M. C. Hutchins. In 1915 the house was 
occupied by ar c h i t e c t Andrew H. Hepburn, who would l a t e r be known as part of the firm of 
Perry, Shaw and Hepburn, s p e c i a l i s t s i n the Colonial Revival, and restorers of 
Williamsburg, VA. (See #8 Barrett's M i l l Road, NR.) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY, cont. 
H i s t o r i c a l photos i n possession of owner of #62 Elm Street. 
Obituary f i l e , Concord Free Library. 
Porter, Maria. "Recollections of Louisa May Alcott," New England Magazine. V. V I , #1, 

March, 1892. 
Ricketson, Walton and Anna. Daniel Ricketson and His Friends. Boston: Houghton 

M i f f l i n , 1902. 
._ Daniel Ricketson. New Bedford: E. Anthony & Sons, 1910. 

New Bedford V i t a l Records. 
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M A S S . HiST. C O M M . 

Community 

CONCORD 

Property Address 

62 Elm Street 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

• Individually eligible IS Eligible only in a historic district 
§3 Contributing to a potential historic district • Potential historic district 

Criteria: S3 A • B g [ C • D 

Criteria Considerations: • A • B D C • D • E • F • G 

Anne McCarthy Forbes 

Statement of Significance by. 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

For i t s association with i n f l u e n t i a l sculptor Walton Ricketson, and as an integral part 
of the late-nineteenth-century r e s i d e n t i a l streetscape on lower Elm Street, 62 Elm 
Street i s e l i g i b l e for National Register D i s t r i c t l i s t i n g under C r i t e r i a A and C. I t 
possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, and workmanship, feeling 
and association. 


