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Historic Name: Warner Block

Common Name:

Address: 75-83 Commonwealth Ave

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: West Concord

Local No: 238

Year Constructed: 1877

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival; Italianate

Use(s): Commercial Block

Significance: Architecture; Commerce

Area(s):
CON.E: Concord Junction
CON.CY: Commonwealth Avenue Streetscape III

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Slate
Wall: Asphalt Shingle; Brick; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

Town 
West Concord 

Address 
75-83 Commonwealth Av. 

Historic Name 
Warner Block 

Mixed commercial and 
Use: Present

 r e g i d a n t
. i a i 

. Commercial, with 
O r i g i n a t i n g h a l l above 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 

Source 

Style 

1877, with l a t e r additions 

Richardson, Concord Chronicle; 
newspapers 
Greco/Italianate with u t i l i t a r i a n 

additiono 

Architect 
Wood clapboard, 

brick, agphalt siding — 

Exterior Wall Fabric 
none Outbuildings 

1900: 
mid-20th 

century store fronts 

Condition F a i r 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1 acre 

Short commercial s t r e e t of 
S e t t i§rge 4 y - wood"frame buildingo of lato 

19th and e a r l y 20th century date. 

Recorded by 

Organization 

Date 

A. Forbes 

for Concord H i s t . Comm. 

3/10/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The "Warner Block" i s the oldest building on the middle section of Commonwealth Ave. 
b u i l t for commercial purposes. The pitch-roofed, 2 1/2-story core, p a r t i a l l y hidden by 
l a t e r additions, s t i l l displays i t s o r i g i n a l rectangular Greco/Italianate form, brick 
foundation, s l a t e roof, c i r c u l a r gable windows, (and some remaining 6-over-6 sash,) boxed 
cornice, and wide, f l a t corner boards and arc h i t r a v e s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

I n many ways, the Warner Block epitomizes the development of Concord Junction. I t 
survives as the most tangible example of how one man, Ralph Warner, shaped the community 
that, as "Warnerville," bore h i s name for over 35 years. Although he was not a Concord 
native, Warner's accomplishments i n Concord Junction throughout the second half of the 
19th century were prodigious. He operated a wooden tub and p a i l factory on the s i t e of 
David Loring's lead works at Commonwealth Av. and Nashoba Brook from the mid 18*50's to 
1896, created the present shape of Warner's Pond by improving the dam, b u i l t over 20 
houses and a hotel on h i s large landholdings, made the 1878 establishment of the State 
Prison at Concord possible by s e l l i n g the s t a t e 47 acres of land at low cost, and donated 
the land for the West Concord School i n 1886. 

He b u i l t a small e a r l y Warnerville post o f f i c e on the s i t e of the Warner Block i n the 
ea r l y 1870's, but i n 1877 replaced i t with the core of the present building, a structure 
that he saw as the heart of the l i t t l e community. This large, 2 1/2-story structure 
housed, not only the post o f f i c e , but st o r e s , a lunch counter, and, before i t s 1897 
building was constructed, the o f f i c e s of the Bluine Company. On the second floor was 
"Warner H a l l " , which served as the only public gathering place i n Concord Junction u n t i l 
a c i t i z e n s ' group b u i l t i t s r i v a l , "Association H a l l " , across the s t r e e t i n 1891. 
Throughout the l a t e 1870's, '80's, and e a r l y '90's, newly-formed chapters of fr a t e r n a l 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Offi c e of the Se c r e t a r y , Boston 

Community: 

West Concord 

Form No: 

Property Name: Warner Block 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued belcw. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

organizations, budding clubs and s o c i a l groups met and celebrated here. Church s e r v i c e s , 
led by v i s i t i n g ministers, were held regularly i n Warner's H a l l , u n t i l a disagreement 
between Warner and the West Concord Union Religious Society led to t h e i r expulsion from 
the building, and the subsequent founding of the Union Church on Main S t . i n 1893. 

I n 1896, a f t e r an attempt to rebuild the p a i l factory business following a disastrous 
1894 f i r e , and a f t e r b i t t e r disagreements with l o c a l c i t i z e n s , including one i n which he 
unsuccessfully t r i e d to prevent the change of the name of the post o f f i c e from 
"Warnerville" to "Concord Junction," Warner sold a l l h i s West Concord holdings, 
including the Warner Block, to two closely-linked l o c a l r e a l estate s y n d i c a t e s — t h e 
Concord Junction Land Co. and the Concord West End Land Company. With a f i n a l irony, the 
West End Land Co. made the Warner Block t h e i r headquarters, building the two wings that 
remain today, and converting Warner Hall to o f f i c e space. From the building that had 
once been the heart of Ralph Warner's domain, the company's managers, store proprietor 
and postmaster Loring Fowler, and Reformatory Superintendent Joseph Scott, sold off or 
rented out most of the Warner r e a l e state, and developed Warner's Pond for recreational 
use. 

f ^ p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form att ottom 


