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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION O see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
cornrmunity.

Like its companion next door at #69 Walden Street, #77/79 is a 2 1/2-story five-bay,
one-room-deep house with a pair of rear chimneys and a projecting center lobby
entrance or "porch". Its two parallel two-story rear wings were both standing by
1852; one is believed to predate the main part of the house. (See below.) The
windows are 6-over-6-sash, with molded surrounds. Much of the architectural trim
here is identical to that at #69, including the molded, boxed cornice without a roof
overhang at the gable-ends. The main entries of both houses are in pedimented
porches; the door here has shaped panels with heavy moldings, and a simple surround

of recessed-paneled pilasters, with their capitals in a plain entablature.
)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ see continuation sheet
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

Part of this building is believed to be the old two-story, 46-foot-square cabinet
shop of carpenter Nathan Hosmer, which stood on the east side of the old Milldam
(on the site of today's #33 Main Street) early in the nineteenth century. With his
business failing, by 1816 Hosmer had sold the building to Deacon Jarvis, but '
continued to live upstairs with his young family. In 1828, when the Milldam
Corporation bought most of the land there and began replacing the buildings with
stores, Hosmer moved the building to the present location, where he is said to have
converted it to a house. It is not clear which part of #77/79 was the old cabinet
shop; it is likely that it comprises one of the two rear wings, and that the main
house itself was added onto it, (possibly in 1833, for the marriage of Nathan's son
Rufus and Sophia Turner.)

Three of Nathan Hosmer's sons, Rufus, Nathan, and Silas, were also builders. Both
Nathan (see #69 Walden Street) and Rufus were carpenters; Silas was primarily a
mason. Among Rufus Hosmer's known works was the portico and some other carpentry
for the 1832 Concord Bank and insurance building at #46-48 Main Street. (See
"Wernacular Carpenters" for references to some of his other building projects.)
(Cont.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ([ see continuation sheet

Maps, atlases: 1830; 1852; 1856; 1871; 1875, 1889, 1893, 1906.
Keyes/Tolman. .

Jarvis.

Town directories and tax files.

Wheeler House File #W3. T

"Wernacular Carpenters of Concord"

0 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

For most of its existence #77/79 was a double-house. After Rufus Hosmer's death in
1860, his widow Sophia inherited the property, owning it until she died sometime
after 1889. It belonged to her estate for several years thereafter, and was
occupied by the Hosmers' daughters into the twentieth century. It was finally sold
out of the family in 1934, to John Bent. Among the tenants who lived in the south
side of the house in the latter part of the nineteenth century were H.L. Shattuck
and, in the 1890's, the Rev. Abraham W. Jackson. Townsend Scudder lived here while
working on his book, Concord, American Town, which was published in 1947.
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Community ' Property Address

Massachusetts Historical Commission
CONCORD 77/79 Walden Street

80 Boylston Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Area(s) FormNo.
ke

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

JZa)

Check all that apply:

i Individually eligible [J Eligible only in a historic district
[ Contributing to a potential historic district [J Potential historic district

Critern: M A OB X C OD

Criteria Considerations: [0 A OB OC OD OE OF OG

Anne McCarthy Forbes

Statement of Significance by
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified bere.

This building meets the criteria for individual listing on the National Register for its
association with Rufus Hosmer of the prolific Hosmer family of nineteenth-century
carpenters, masons, and builders, (Criterion A.) As a well-preserved example of early
nineteenth-century Federal-period architecture interpreted by a known local carpenter,
it also meets Criterion C. It possesses integrity of location, design, settlng,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
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