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Riverview

Address: 93 Coolidge Rd
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Local No: F10-3959

Year Constructed: 1888
Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):  Shingle Style

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House
Significance: Agriculture; Architecture
Area(s):

Designation(s):

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Shingle
Foundation: Stone, Uncut

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

Building Materials(s):

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Thursday, October 22, 2020 at 12:36 PM


http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

Assessor’s number

FORM B - BUILDING

e . e i F10-3959
Massachusetts I—hstorxcal Commission
80 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
J—

'I"

-"'.u

Sketch Map

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within
it. Number each property for which individual
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate
sheet if space is not sufficient bere. Indicate North.

A. Forbes
Recorded by res

for Concord Hist. Commission
Organization

May, 1991
Date (month/day/year)

Follow Massach,

Coolidge Rd.

5 Hitorical Commxmon Survey Manual instructié.

USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number
CONCORD A =%
Town CONCORD

+ (neighborbood or village)

ess 93 Coolidge Road

bric Name Herbert Fitzgerald House

Present dwelling
Original dwelling
of Construction 1888

Richardson, Concord Chronicle

e Shingle Style

tect/Builder unknown
rxcetior Material:
Foundation fieldstone
Wall/Trim wood shingle
Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures
garage, two sheds.

mid-late 20th

Major Alterations (with dates)

C.: picture window on facade, deck,
—sunroom added at SW rear: turret
raised to 3-stories (?)

] good
Condition
Moved B no 0O yes Date N/A
Acreage 4.97 _acres

Setting On large hillside lot at end of

Overlooks bend in Sudbury

River, with wooded landscape beyond.

r completing this form.



BUILDING FORM | ( ‘ ¢
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  [J see continuation sheet . i
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the

community.

One of Concord's simpler Shingle Style houses, #93 Coolidge Road is certainly true to
its name, "Riverview." It stands on a hill above the Sudbury River, its side to the end
of the road, its facade facing northeast over a sloping lawn toward the river

landscape. A large two-story square structure, it has a high pyramidal roof and a
profusion of dormers and gables, including that hallmark of the Shingle Style, a double
facade gable. A three-story polygonal flat-roofed turret (possibly originally
two-story,) abuts the northeast facade corner. A spacious veranda on heavy Tuscan
colums extends the width of the facade. The windows are 2-over-l-sash; a one-story
polygonal bay window projects from the northwest side. The main door is a large
glass-and-panel type. ~

The property has an unusually compatible component of shingled outbuildings clustered
near the house, including a two-car garage, early garage/shed, and a small shed.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE A see comtinuation sheet i
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building,

and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

#93 Coolidge Road is important, not just as an example of the many late-nineteenth-
century "gentlemen's farms" constructed or refurbished in Concord, but also for its
connection with the development of the neighborhood around it. ‘

The house, which was named "Riverview", was built overlooking the Sudbury River in 1888
for James F. Fitzgerald (who subsequently changed his name to Herbert to avoid
confusion with many other James or John Fitzgeralds.) He had come to Concord from
Texas, and bought 70 acres of land, with buildings, just southwest of Concord center
from Joseph D. Brown [see # Main Street], which he farmed for a number of years.
(Maps indicate that among the buildings he owned was #572 Main Street [NR].) In 1897
Fitzgerald divided his farm into 23 lots laid out on either side of the street that was
later (in the 1930's) to be called Coolidge Road. He sold 21 of them to Sidney
Coolidge (b. 1864), while retaining the two, totaling about 7 acres, on which his own
house and greenhouses were situated. (Cont.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ see continuation sheet

Maps and atlases: 1889, 1906.

Town Directories.

Interview with owner, 5/16/91.

Wood, Albert. "Plan of Land in Concord Owned by Herbert Fitzgerald," 1897.

Middlesex Registry of Deeds. L SR

(] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property

CONCORD H. Fitzgerald House
Massachusetts Historical Commission Area(s) Form No.
80 Boylston Street 2
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 RN

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

No houses were built on the new road for several years. Herbert Fitzgerald died ca.
1900, and in 1905 Sidney Coolidge bought the house and its surrounding land from Charles
A. Fitzgerald. Coolidge and his wife Mary appear to have moved their family here, as
they are listed as living on Main Street (this house would have had a Main Street
address,) from at least 1913 to the 1930's. Their son, Sidney Coolidge, Jr., returned

home from California in 1933, and was apparently involved in the construction of the
first houses on the rest of Coolidge Road.

In 1943 the house was purchased by John and Mabel Shaw.
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