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Inventory No:
Historic Name:

Common Name:

CON.446

Helscher Barn

Address: 107 Spencer Brook Rd
City/Town: Concord
Village/Neighborhood:  Bateman's Pond; North Quarter
Local No: E2-1566

Year Constructed: c 1817

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Colonial Revival

Use(s): Agricultural; Out Building; Single Family Dwelling House
Significance: Agriculture; Architecture
Area(s): CON.CJ: Bateman's Pond Area Il

Designation(s):

Roof: Wood Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Granite; Stone, Cut; Stone, Uncut

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

Building Materials(s):

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."
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Massachusetts Historical Commission E2-1566 WESTFORD |. |'CY | 4y &
80 Boylston Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ——
L RN e \ ‘A* . fl
sy

A borbood or village)

e

N

107 Spencer Brook Road

former Helscher barn

dwelling

barn
nal

ca. 1817
SU‘UCUOH
Owner's records

Col. Revival vernacular

unknown

ilder
Exterior Material:
fieldstone and granite

Sketch Map Foundation
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within : wood shingle
it. Number each property for which individual Wall/Trim
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets Roof wood shingle
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate
sheet if space is not sufficient bere. Indicate North. Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

stable/garage/barn

7 Major Alterations (with dates)
% : page 2). Windows and main door

3 pevcez Q,GD}L replaced
ﬂo ZD '
= o d. Condition fair/good

Moved Oxno O yes Date ny/a

Acreage 2 73 acres
A. Forbes Setting
Rccordedlnr researeh By Davicd Dawsom Back from road on south side;
o it for Concord Hist. Commission Surrounded by lawn and mature trees.
rganization Barn and outbuildings to west, large
July, 1992 meadow to southwest

Date (month/day/year)

Follow Massach. s Historical Commission Survey Manual instructid,_ r completing this Sform.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION O see continuation sheet :
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

This house, converted from a barn, is a 2 1/2-story, two-room deep structure,
with an off-center chimney and a two-story rear wing. The facade is four bays
wide. Most of the architectural embellishment is located at the off-center
projecting lobby entrance, where a molded pediment surmounts a five-part transom,
and a new 6-panel door is surrounded by a molded architrave and flanked by
unfluted corner pilasters.

gﬂSTO}]{IEZAL NARRATIVE (O see continuation sheet
iscuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bhistory. Include uses of the buildi
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. = e bl

This building was a barn, and was built, according to owners' records, in 1817.
The accompanying farmhouse burned down early in this century, and in about 1940
it was converted to a dwelling by Betty and Jim Ford.

For most of the early 1900's this property, along with the former Wadley farm to

o the south and the Legross place just to the east, was owned by one of the area's
‘ many Scandinavian farmers, Martinus Helsher. He lived in the former farmhouse

’ until it burned, and kept sheep in a barn that stood on the site of the present

l stable/garage.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ([J see continuation sheet

Maps, atlases: 1875 (7).

Keyes/Tolman "Houses in Concord." 1885; rev. 1915 and 1920's.
Town Directories and tax lists.

Interview with owner, 4/6/91.

Interview with neighbors, 7/92.
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O Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.




