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Jones, Elnathan - Prichard, Moses House
Concord Academy Dormitory - Bradford House
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c 1780

Federal; Georgian
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Architecture; Commerce
CON.DU: Main Street Historic District
Local Historic District (03/12/1962)
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Foundation: Stone, Uncut
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Concord Center

140 Main Street

Elnathan Jones House
ric Name ——Meses—Prichard House—
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- Present ormtory
IS5 dwelli
Original il
i ca. 1780
of Construction
Wheeler

late Georgian/Federal

itect/Builder
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rior Material:
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several
Outbuildings/Secondary Structures
other buildings on 17.5-acre school
campus; cupolaed, 3-bay 19th-century
carriage house at rear.

Major Alterations (with dates)

porch on NW

enclosed and clapboarded; fire escape
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Condition

excellent
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17.5 acres

Acreage

it In line of large Georgian,
Fsea a8 ,ard Creek Revival residences on
north side of Main St. School buildings
torear;—dowel=picketfence with wooden ——

posts across front.

- completing this form.



' v ; ' (on. 32
BUILDING FORM £, b C o

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (R see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

In contrast to the high Federal-style features of slightly later houses in the
vicinity, #140 Main Street is one of Concord's most intact illustrations of the
continuation of much of the simple, heavy vernacular Georgian idiom into the early
years of the Federal period. It is a two-story, five- by three-bay house, the
shallow pitch of its hipped roof heralding the flatter roofs of the coming decades.
One large chimney, remaining from a symmetrical pair, rises from the east slope of
the roof. The center section of the roof is ringed with a wooden balustrade, and
paired pitch-roofed, pedimented dormers break the east and west slopes.

The main house has 6—over—6-sash‘windows with projecting enframements; those at
first story level have heavily-molded crowns. Corner quoining and a dentilated,
molded cornice continue some of the high-style touches of the Georgian period, as
does the 8-panel door, with glass in the top two panels. Sheltering the . entry is a
later Greek Revival pedimented porch on-fluted Doric colums and pilasters, with
triglyphs in the frieze. The Doric mode is repeated in the Tuscan Doric colums of
a former open porch at the northwest rear cormer, which was probably added in about
1903. (Cont.)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (X see continuation sheet
Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

The oldest house in the vicinity, #140 Main Street was built ca. 1780 by Elnathan
Jones (1737-1793.) It stands on what was the original 1635 house lot of William
Buss, who married the widow Dorcas Jones, Elnathan's great-great-grandmother.
Elnathan Jones, who married Mary Minot in 1776, inherited a large amount of land .
from his father, Elnathan Jones, Sr., and had apparently accumulated considerable
wealth as a merchant and businessman by the time he built this house in ca. 1780.
He also had a store here, which was attached to the house, but later moved to the
town house site on Monument Square. (It later became part of the house at #15
Monument Street.) He served as town Treasurer from 1786 to 1791.

Mary Jones survived her husband by many years. In 1804 Jonathan Wheelock, who had
opened a tavern of the former Jones property just to the east, (see #122 Main
Street,) leased the house from the widow Jones, and operated a boarding house here,
apparently as an extension of his tavern/hotel business. Among the occupants were
Col. Isaac Hurd, Jr., proprietor of the "green store" on Monument Square. He came
here to live in 1817, staying until his death in 1828; he apparently rented his
quarters, but it is possible that he actually owned the house for several years.
(Cont.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES & see continuation sheet

Maps, atlases: 1830, 1852, 1856, ca. 1871, 1875, 1889, 1893, 1906.

Sanborns from 1903.

Keyes/Tolman. :

Wheeler House File #M4. o
Concord, Climate for Freedam.

Town directories and tax files.

Richardson, Concord Chronicle. (cont.)

W Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property
CONCORD Jones/Prichard
House
Massachusetts Historical Commission Area(s) Form No.
80 Boylston Street 25,7

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

Extending east fram the northeast rear corner of the main house is a 1 1/2-story
hip-roofed wing. Shown on maps as early as 1852, the molded window surrounds of the
wing indicate it was probably built or remodeled in the 1830's-'40's. It has a
recessed corner entry, and a pair of through-cornice, pedimented dormers on the
facade. Behind the wing, facing east, is a nineteenth-century cupolaed carriage
house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

When Court was in session, the house was filled, as was Wheelock's inn and tavern, with
members of the Massachusetts bar, whom he entertained in grand fashion with old Madeira
wine. Although the house and tavern were usually full to overflowing, apparently
Wheelock was unable to take in enough in rent to cover his lavish expenses, and he
failed in business and moved to Lexington in 1821.

The building was subsequently bought by Moses Prichard, (1789-1865), who as a youth
and young clerk had both worked for and boarded with Col. Hurd at his formwer
residence. In about 1811 he had struck out in business for himself, going into
partnership with Samuel Burr in the trading firm of Burr & Prichard. It was at about
that time that he first came to board here with Jonathan Wheelock. Other boarders in
those early years included Samuel Hoar, Nathan Brooks and John Keyes, and Jonathan
Barrett.

In 1814 Mr. Prichard married Jane Hallett, and the young couple boarded at various
other locations for several years. In 1829, they purchased this house. They had six
children; one daughter, Elizabeth, married Edward Hoar. Mr. Prichard's business later
failed, and he was appointed a Deputy Sheriff of Middlesex County, which office he held
until almost the end of his life. Mrs. Prichard died in 1860, and he lived here with
his unmarried daughters Amelia and Frances.

The Prichards were well known in town for the garden they planted here, which
frequently supplied flowers for the church. Moses Prichard died in 1865, and Amelia
and Frances Prichard remained here until the turn of the century (according to Keyes,
again running a boarding house in the building.) In 1899 the two sisters, generous
contributors to various educational causes, donated funds to the town to establish a
manual training school to teach industrial arts, domestic science, etc.

Other Prichard family relatives owned the property well into the twentieth century,
with Moses' granddaughter, Mrs. Florence Hoar Bradford, (daughter of Edward and
Elizabeth), still the owner in the 1930's. She was the wife of Moses Bradford [see
#128 Main Street], and for many years they owned both properties. Florence Bradford
died in 1946, and the building was acquired by Concord Academy in 1947, which named it
after her.

BIBLIOGRAPHY, cont.
McFarland, Philip. History of Concord Academy.
Social Circle Memoirs: 'Moses Prichard."
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community ' Property Address

80 Boylston Street CONCORD 140 Main Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Area(s) FormNo.
37

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

JZa)
Check all that apply:

X Individually eligible [J Eligible only in a historic district
X Contributing to a potential historic district [J Potential historic district

Critera: OA OB OC OD
Criteria Considerations: X A OB X C OD OE OF OG

Anne McCarthy Forbes

Statement of Significance by
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified bere.

This building meets the criteria for individual listing on the National Register and as
part of a district of large well-preserved buildings of the late eighteenth- to early
nineteenth-centuries at Concord center. For its connection with the Jones family and
for the role it played in the twon's development as a late-eighteenth-century farmhouse
in the heart of the town center, it meets Criterion A. As an intact illustration of a
transitional Georgian/Federal period house, it meets Criterion C. It possesses
integrity of design,"i & ing, materials, and workmanship, feeling and association.
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4. DESCRIPTION

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular Low Material:
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Deed Information: Book Number Page

; Registry of Deeds




