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SEHEE Medical: Single Family Dwelling House
Significance: Architecture
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Designation(s):
Roof: Slate

Building Materials(s): Wall: Glass; Synthetic Other; Wood

Foundation: Stone, Uncut
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BUILDING FORM By oe c Com- 148

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [ see continuation sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

Although somewhat altered by synthetic siding, window replacement, and some changes
in dormers or balconies, this building is significant as the only example in Concord
center of this type of large, rambling Queen Anne house. 2 1/2-stories, it has a
high pyramidal slate roof that is animated by a central chimney and a myriad of
cross-gabled bays and wings, dormers, and shed-roofed former balconies (now
enclosed.) A major focal point is the Moorish octagonal turret at the southeast
corner. The Moorish theme, in fact, pervades the building, appearing again in a
large arched opening which frames a rectangular bay window at the northeast end of
the expansive wraparound porch. The Moorish arch, with its trellised infill and
spindlework gable screen, shows thé Queen Anne love of lavish detail, as does the
profusion of spindlework on the rest of the porch. Although most window and corner
trim has been covered or lost, elaborate verge-boarding with pierced and applied
ornament remains at the main gables. That universal Queen Anne motif, the sumburst,
is displayed on large brackets at the upper, undercut corners of polygonal bay
windows on both north and south sides. (Cont.)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (I see continuation sheet

Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

According to Tolman, this house was built by Mrs. Augusta Clark Giles Foss. The
widow of Daniel Giles of #170 Walden Street, she was re-married, to Frank E. Foss,
in 1891. Although they made their home in this new house, they retained #170, and
acquired #174 and #184-190, along with the old farm that stretched southeast to the
edge of the Poor Farm. Mr. Foss died in about 1911-12, and Mrs. Foss continued to
live here for several years thereafter. Early in this century she sold off and
subdivided much of her former land holdings, and in the 1920's she developed the
house lots along the lower section of Laurel Street.

Further research will be necessary to discover the next owners of the property. In
1962 the house became known as the inspiration for Jane Langton's children's book,
The Diamond in the Window, with the house depicted on the cover. In 1979 it was
bought by the Concord Assabet Adolescent Services, Inc., a non-profit organization
for teenagers.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ([ see continuation sheet

Maps, atlases: 1906.

Keyes/Tolman. !

Town directories and tax files.

Concord Vital Records. Sl
Joslin.

0 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

The windows show the variety of size, shape, and type that is typical of the Queen
Anne. Most are multi-pane over single-sash; a pair of stained glass windows with
diamond and lozenge panes appears on the facade. The two facade entries have
glass-and-panel doors with a single large light and horizontal and vertical
paneling.
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REFERENCE (Where was this information obtained? What book, records, etc.)
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