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Inventory No: CON.266
Historic Name: Wheeler, Edwin House

Common Name:

Address: 252 Elm St

City/Town: Concord
Village/Neighborhood:  Concord Center

Local No: F9-1773

Year Constructed: c 1885

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):  Colonial Revival; Shingle Style
Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House
Significance: Architecture

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Building Materials(s): Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Granite; Stone, Cut
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (O see continuation sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

Like #253 across the street, this is one of Elm Street's hybrid houses. In this case it
combines the steep, overhanging pyramidal roof, continuous wall surface, bow dormer
window, and massive chimneys of the Shingle Style with elements of the Colonial

Revival. The facade is three bays wide, with a polygonal bay window on the western end,
and paired 4-over-2-sash. (See the Anderson/Wheeler Homestead on Fitchburg Turnpike for
another example of this unusual sash combination.) The entry is a seven-panel door with
unadorned surround. The architectural trim includes a molded, boxed cornice at the roof
line and a second cornice/band course between the first and second stories. A two-story
rear wing connects via a one-story ell to one of Concord center's most well-preserved
carriage houses. Although its roof echoes the high pyramidal shape of that on the main
house, its cupola and rolling door with facade gable and hay door above depart somewhat
from the Shingle/Colonial Revival feeling of the rest of the building. A hip-roofed
wraparound veranda, with paired and tripled Tuscan colums and second-story balcony over
the entry, may be an addition or replacement of the early years of the twentieth
century. BAn interesting note here, as in #253 across the street, is the continuance of
dressed granite in the foundation, constructed at a time when nearly all houses in
Concord were untilizing the less expensive brick.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (O see continuation sheet

Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

This house was built as the retirement home of Edwin and Mary Wheeler. Like many
farmers of their era who had lived in the outlying agricultural districts for most of
their lives, the Wheelers left their Nine Acre Corner farm to spend their later years
here near the town center. They had this house built directly across the street from
the recently-built home of their son, Harvey (see #253 Elm Street). Another son,
William, was currently building his own house nearby on Nashawtuc Hill, and later bought
the huge farm which stretched between this section of Elm Street and the Assabet River.

Edwin Wheeler died in 1898, and his widow, Mary, lived on in the house until her death
in 1909.
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OO Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a

completed National Register Criteria Statement form.



