
 

Inventory No: CON.421   

Historic Name: Wheeler, Cyrus House

Common Name:

Address: 392-396 Plainfield Rd

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Nine Acre Corner

Local No: E15-3423

Year Constructed: 1816

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Federal

Use(s): Agricultural; Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture

Area(s): CON.AT: Nine Acre Corner

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Stucco; Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Granite; Stone, Cut; Stone, Uncut
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Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 
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A R C H T T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

This house, which has been altered and expanded many times, i s s t i l l architecturally 
significant for i t s Federal-period core, a 2-story, hip-roofed, five-bay house with a 
pair of large interior rear chimneys. The building s t i l l stands on i t s dressed granite 
foundation, and i t retains i t s narrow corner boards and molded, boxed cornice, but i t 
has lost nearly a l l i t s other detail to window replacement and synthetic siding. A 
one-story extension has been added to the rear, where a 2-story modern wing extends to 
the north. 
The main section of the house i s flanked by two large wings. A high two-story west wing 
may date to the nineteenth century; a long hip-roofed two-story east wing on a rubble 
foundation was added in the early 1900's. The lines of a ca. 1890's facade veranda with 
round corner bay are s t i l l detectable, although i t has been enclosed and sided with 
stucco in this century. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E IJft see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

The Nine Acre Corner Wheelers descended from George Wheeler, one of Concord's f i r s t 
settlers. This house was built on part of the extensive family farm by Cyrus Wheeler 
in 1816. In the second half of the nineteenth century i t passed to his son, Gardner 
Wheeler, and thence to Gardner's son Anson, who established Nine Acre Corner's 
reputation as a market-gardening and greenhouse region. He was a pioneer in growing 
cucumbers under glass, and in fact i s said to have been the f i r s t farmer in Middlesex 
county to build a greenhouse. By 1904 he had five large greenhouses, and eventually 
expanded to ten. His prize greenhouse crop was rhubarb, grown in a greenhouse with a 
top that could be removed so that a layer of snow could f a l l on the plants. He 
eventually expanded his greenhouse cultivation to tomatoes and mint as well. (Cont.) 

• 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Directories. 
Interview with Marian Wheeler, 1990. 
Russell and Marian Wheeler: family records. 
Jarvis. 
Concord Vital Records. 
Concord Oral History Tapes: Amy and Fl oyd Vergil 1. 5/11/81. 
Garrelick and Bailey. Concord in the Days of Strawberries and Streetcars. 

• Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
Anson's sons, Alden and Raymond inherited the farm, which by the early 1900's was 
employing 25 hands. Alden Wheeler, a master of farm equipment, was one of the f i r s t 
farmers in town to irrigate his land. He constructed a system of pipes and pumps that 
brought water to the farm from White Pond. 

By the middle of the twentieth century, a combination of increasing competition, rising 
taxes and low market prices forced the reduction of farmland a l l over Concord. Much of 
the Wheeler family farm was sold for house lots in 1963, and Anson, Alden, and Raymond 
Roads now stand where the fields used to be. 


