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Tower and Harlow House

Tower, Alonzo - Harlow, Andrew J. House
409-411 Main St

Concord
Concord Center
G9-718

1884

Italianate; Queen Anne

Multiple Family Dwelling House
Architecture

CON.DU: Main Street Historic District
Local Historic District (03/12/1962)

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick
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Anne Forbes;
Recorded by research by Helen Roach
for Concord Hist. Commission

Organization

Date (month/day/year)

June, 1992

Concord Center

SS

409/411 Main Street

ric Name

Tower and Harlow House

double-house
Present
4 . double-house
4 Original
1884-86

date on n‘antelpiece;
Keyves/Tolman

Form _ Italianate/Queen Anne

ect/Builder unknown

e ior Material:

Foundation brick
Wall/Trim wood clapboard
Roof asphalt shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

Major Alterations (with dates)

modern

Colonial Revival entry on west side;

door replaced on east.

%

Condition

fair/good

Moved 1 no O yes Date

N/A

less than one acre

Acreage

In residential district of

RN

town center. On small, open yard with
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [ see continuation sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

$#409/411 is one of the few "gable-end" double-houses on Main Street at Concord center.

2 1/2-stories high, it is divided down the center, with an entry on each side wall in
front of a full-height, cross-gabled bay. Three high chimneys rise from the roof ridge;
a one-story ell extends back from the center rear. Maps indicate that this was at one
time a completely symmetrical house, with a wraparound veranda that extended from one
entry all the way across the facade to the door on the opposite side. Sometime after
1903, however, the symmetry was broken by the removal of the rest of the veranda and the
addition of two significant features: a l-story polygonal bay window on the west side,
and, on the northeast facade corner, a 2-story turret with a distinctive Moorish roof.
Behind the turret on the east side is a short section of porch with turned posts and
saw-cut brackets, which may be a remnant of the old veranda.

In contrast to the flamboyance of the Moorish turret, most of the detailing here is
quite simple, in keeping with a rental house. The 2-over-2-sash windows have flat,
unadorned surrounds, and the cornerboards are the plain, narrow type typical of the
1880's. A hint of the house's 1880's construction date appears in the Italianate
saw-cut corner brackets of the unboxed cornice.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X see continuation sheet

Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) }m'tory Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

Although Keyes does not mention this building in his 1885 "Houses in Concord," a date
under one of the marble mantelpieces in the house indicates that #409/411 was
constructed in 1884. It was apparently built as a joint investment by Alonzo Tower

and Andrew J. Harlow, probably for a two-family rental house. At that time Andrew
Harlow lived at #12 Elm Street, but Alonzo Tower may have been one of the first
residents of this house. He came to Concord by 1866 from Stow, opened a tailoring
business with Frank Tuttle on the Milldam at #36-40 Main Street, and later became a
milk- and grain-dealer. At various times he owned several pieces of real estate on Wood
Street and on this section of Main Street. After Mr. Harlow's death in 1891, the Towers
moved to #12 Elm, and Mrs. Harlow moved to the east side of #409/411. She apparently
died soon afterward, and when Alonzo Tower died, Mrs. Tower and her son Frederick and
his family, moved back into the east side. In 1893 the tenant in the west half was a
Mrs. Goodwin (possibly Mrs. Mary Goodwin, who later moved to the corner of River and
Elm.) In 1915 it was George L. Dunning. (Cont.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ([ see continuation sheet

Maps, atlases: 1889, 1893, 1906. Sanborns from 1903.
Keyes/Tolman. - :
Interview with tenant, 1/30/92

0 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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CONCORD Tower and Harlow House
Massachusetts Historical Commission Area(s) Form No.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

Fred Tower served as US postmaster in Concord from 1899 through much of the early part
of this century. Prior to that time he was employed by the US Weather Bureau in
Boston. He was very active in Trinity Church, serving as its treasurer, organist, and
choirmaster. In 1935 he wrote the first history of the church.



