Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System
Scanned Record Cover Page

Inventory No:
Historic Name:
Common Name:
Address:

City/Town:

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No:
Year Constructed:
Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s):

Significance:

Area(s):

Designation(s):

CON.269

Hosmer, Joseph House

572 Main St

Concord
Concord Center
101

c 1672

First Period; Georgian
Single Family Dwelling House
Agriculture; Architecture; Exploration Settlement

CON.DR: First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts
CON.DU: Main Street Historic District

Local Historic District (03/12/1962); Nat'l Register
Individual Property (03/09/1990); Nat'l Register TRA

(03/09/1990)

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Stone, Cut

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

Building Materials(s):

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Friday, October 30, 2020 at 11:31 AM


http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

LHD 3/12/1962 [CON.DU]  NRIND NRTRA 3/9/1990 [CON.DR] CON.269

FirsT PER1OD SURVEY

o A At g \IUAQUDA“&
FOoRM NGO,
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 101
N o el v
g BOYLSTON STREZT
BOSTON, MA (2116
PHOTOGRAPHS :
Town Concord
77:19 main view of houss
Address 572 Main St.

77:20 'pip" chamfer stop
Historic Name  Joseph Hosmer House

Use: Present Residential
76:24-3 Binding summer beam with quarter-rcund chamfer
and taper stop in southeast chamber Original Residential
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Joseph Hosmer House retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, and feeling in its First Period frame. The
embellished timber frame, rare in its number of pips, makes it
eligible under criterion C. The house shows either the progression
or apppropriation of stylistic trends in its quarter-round chamfers
in the east, and beveled chamfers in the west. The unusual
alteration of the chimney stack evinces one method of bringing First
Period structures into the emerging Georgian aesthetic. The fusion
of two distinct houses, probably occurring c. 1757, provides not only
an interesting structural union, but a statement of the relationship
between dwelling and workshop, as the owner was a cabinetmaker. The
house is also significant under criterion D because it is likely to
yield information through historical and archeological research. The
sheathing and boxing may be hiding earlier decorative finishes and
larger unused hearths.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The Joseph Hosmer House is a five bay central chimney clapboarded
structure, two and one half stories high with an eastern latitudinal
ell. The core of the structure is a First Period house with two
possible derivations; 1) a two cell, two and one half story, central
chimney plan or 2) a single cell, two and one half story plan
enlarged to two cells later in the First Period. The chamfers are
different in the eastern and western sides of the house--quarter
round and beveled respectively. It is most likely that the two rooms
to the north were added at the same time that the single cell, two
story gambrel house next door was incorporated as an eastern ell.
This change probably occurred c. 1757. The facade is Georgian, with
6-over-9 sash windows; the corners are marked by double capital
pilasters. The front door is enclosed in a protruding lobby entry.

The east ell was originally a three bay, two story gambrel roof
structure, most likely built during the first half of the eighteenth
century. Its roof has been altered to meet the major portion of the
house, resulting in an awkward hipped roof that retains its gambrel
shape on its eastern slope. From the rear, the ell retains its
original early gambrel shape of a short upper pitch and a steep, long
lower pitch. A tall thin brick chimney pierces the gambrel ridge at

its.ncrthern end. A second enclosed lobby entry, now unused,
projects from the facade of the ell.

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES

The early frame of the main section of the house is visibl
: e today
only in the chamfered summer beanms with elaborate stops. The ’

q?arternround chamfers in the east side of the house indicate a
p%e~1700 date; the beveled chamfers in the west rooms could be
either contemporary with them, or later First Period.
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The southeast first floor room has a longitudinal summer beam with a
quarter-round chamfer with triangular stop and pip. The southeast

chamber transverse summer beam has a similar quarter-round chamfer
with triangular stop, but without a pip.

The southwest chamber has a transverse summer beam with beveled
chamfer with taper stop and pip. The stop and pip at the northern
end of the beam are rougher, more angular, the stop curling up and
out, the pip deeply incised. On the western side of the beam, the
pip appears to have been hewn away. The chimney girt is also beveled
with a coarse, angular stop and pip at its northern end. (Both the
stops at the southern end of the beams are concealed by the boxing of
the plate.) The western tie in the room appears to be either a
reused beam or has been turned over (perhaps when a new roof was
added), as there are open mortises for joists beneath the plastered
ceiling.The northwest first floor kitchen contains two transverse
beams with quirk-beaded molding.

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES

Most of the rooms contain Georgian or Federal finishes. The interior
of the front door has four panels and two strap hinges which may be

~original. The southeast first floor room has field paneling, with
simple Georgian molding surrounding the fireplace opening There are
molded cornices at the juncture of wall and ceiling, and below the
chimney girts. The fireplace wall in the southwest and first floor
room has field panelling and bolection molding around the fireplace
with squat pilasters above the fireplace opening.

The northern rooms, probably added in the mid-18th century, contain
an interesting example of one traditional First Period plan type
altered to appeal to the Georgian sensibility. The central chimney
stack has been extended into the rear rooms in a triangular shape,
creating two angled fireplaces. The northeast one includes an
outside oven, while the northwest one is now boarded up. The angled
fireplace in the second floor is of exquisite Federal Design, with
decoration resembling the work of Samuel McIntire.

The eastern ell is an early 18th century two-story, single cell

structure probably joined to the main house in 1757. The two summer
beams are boxed with quirk-bead molding. There is a fireplace on the
northern wall with fielded paneling surrounding it. Cupboards and

closets with H-hinges are to either side of the hearth. The outside
walls are plastered or have horizontal paneling on their upper
halves. The ell's original front entry, now leading to a bathroom,
is a board and batten door with strap hinges. There is a delicate
Late Georgian/Early Federal bookcase built into the eastern wall. A
cupboard-like door of fiel paneling, now unused, was probably a
second entry when the ell was a home.
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At the top of the stairway in the ell one can see the end rafter from

the gambrel with its open trenches for purlins.

In altering the

gambrel to a hipped roof, this rafter has become obsolete and rests

in the carpeting in the hallway.

The change from gambrel

is evident in a crawlspace in the attic.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Local history claims that the gambrel ell was built c.

' i igine C tler.
the home of Obadiah Wheeler, an original Concord set - -
sources suggest that the main portion of the hous? was bul%t by Major
Joseph Hosmer c. 1757. Stylistic evidence makes it more likely that
the main house is the Wheeler House built ¢.1672, and that the

when it was joined to the older

gambrel ell was built by c. 1757,
house by Major Joseph Hosmer. Major Joseph Hosmer
well-known cabinet-maker and farmer.

to hip roof

1672 and was

The same

(1736-1821) was a
He was the son of Thomas and

Prudence Hosmer, who in 1744 are said to have exchanged farms with a
Mr. Hayward (Haywood) and moved into an existing house, supposedly

demolished in 1820. Thomas Hosmer is also believe
farm from Mr. Joseph Shevally (Shavally),

d to have bought a
who purchased it from

Obadiah Wheeler, the original owner. In 1757, Thomas Hosmer divided
the farm between his sons Benjamin and Joseph, giving Benjamin the

0ld homestead and Joseph the Shevally/Wheeler property.
believed that Joseph built part of the house and integrated it into
the Wheeler House, perhaps as extra space for his workshop, perhaps

to house his live-in employees.,

that Joseph only added the rear (

existin% older house in 1757,
but insta

would have joined the enlarged
bpre-existing, ell. Thorough
firmly establish these dates,
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76:2A-3 Binding summer beam with quarter-round chamfer and taper
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FORM B - STRUCTURE SURVEY 2. Town éj%( = N v
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 4 (9
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston Str@ /% j% CRY €2 AT
1. Is this structure historically significant to: Name /f e 1, » / % S INL) > aﬁ ( {gé{g@“ﬂ‘)}\
Town Commonwealth Nation )

Or 1gi al Use

Structure has historical connection with the

following themes: (See also reverse side) Present Use
Agriculture Commerce/Industry Present Owner P va\e 7
Architecture Science/Invention @/ws 1750 ¢ - %oon J‘ftv !')5‘7
Art/Sculpture  Travel/Communication Date’ Ziiils Style Geypes o Ve w.
Education Military Affairs ‘
Government Religion/Philosophy Source of Date ,f‘”ﬁ e
Literature Indians
Music Development of Town/City Architect
3. CONDITION: fESEEhéﬁlleﬁ Good Fair Deteriorated Moved Altered
IMPORTANCE of site to area: agggaﬁ‘s Little None  SITE endangered by
_________________ 4. DESCRIPTION _~~~ =~~~ 77
FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High (Regular™ Low Material: ~ S<Soc.a
WALL COVER: Wood e\ ys'e masd Brick Stone Other
STORIES: 1 2 /3 4 CHIMNEYS: @)2 3 4 Centel;/ End Cluster Elaborate Irregular

ATTACHMENTS: (Wings) E1l Shed Dependency <u> <ilo - \sasiws v NEsdSimple/Complex

" PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 Portico Balcony Recessed

ROOF:‘;‘ijBJ;ingé'i> Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork

FACADE: Gable End: Front/Side’ Symmetrical/Asymmetrical Simple/Complex Ornament

Entrance: /Front/Side :Centered ‘Double Features: g1 o n /;J k stou
‘ 4

Windows: Spacing: Regular/Irregular Identical/Varied

Corners: Plain <’Ei&1@eg§‘ Quoins Obscured ol el posrie Wure arppnl
OUTBUILDINGS LANDSCAPING
5. Indicate location of structure on map below 6. Footage of structure from street /O
06 Property has feet frontage on street
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i
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NOTE: Recorder should obiam written permission from Commission or sponsoring organi-
zation before using this form. (See Reverse Side)
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