
 

Inventory No: CON.246   

Historic Name: Farrar, Ephraim House

Common Name:

Address: 685 Lowell Rd

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Hildreth's Corner

Local No: F6-1644

Year Constructed: c 1792

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Georgian

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture; Industry

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Stone, Uncut
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Assessor's number USGS Quad Arca(s) Form Number 

F6-1644 CONCORD 

CONCORD 

Town 

eighborhood or village) 6

 Hildreth's TJor orner 

bHS Lowell Road 

ephraim Farrar House 

" dwelling 

dwelling 

ca. 1792 

•JS* Construction 
Wheeler 

Georgian vernacular 
iorm 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

ct/Builder 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

unknown 

rubble 

wood clapboard 

asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 
one-car garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) 2"th-century: 
roof l i n e changed, shed dormers added; 
foundation r e b u i l t : housp pyfpnrlpH f n 
rear and 1-story addition b u i l t on 
southwest. E. entry replaced. 

Condition f a i r 

Anne Forbes; 
Recorded by research by J . Poppel: a. H n y f 

for Concord H i s t . Commission 
Organization 

Moved :Cl no • yes Dat8ZA_ 

Date (month/day/year) 
June, 1992 

Acreage l e s s than one acre 

Setting On open yard with picket 
fence at north re a r . Fieldstone re­
taining wall at front. In area of 18th-
early 20th-C. houses, with modern houses 
interspersed. 

Follow Monad r Historical Commission Survey Manual instructii 

1% 

• completing this firm. 



B U I L D I N G F O R M j 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

The rubble foundation at t h i s house, characteristic of ca. 1900, indicates that the 
building may have been moved or repositioned on the l o t at about that time. 
Otherwise, i n sp i t e of i t s many additions and a l t e r a t i o n s , #685 s t i l l reveals i t s 
l i k e l y o r i g i n as a t i n y cottage of the la s t decade of the eighteenth century. 
Although today i t s facade i s i n the end wall facing Lowell Road, the position of 
four t y p i c a l l y late-eighteenth-century 6-over-9-sash windows with projecting frames, 
two on the facade and two on the south side beside a l a t e r door, suggest that t h i s 
may have o r i g i n a l l y been a south-facing 1 1/2-story "half house." The roof l i n e was 
changed to a gambrel, probably i n the early part of t h i s century, and a long shed 
dormer added t o each of i t s lower,slopes. (Keyes, w r i t i n g i n 1885, refers t o t h i s 
as a "long, low one-story building.") 

A cobbler's shop was located either i n or near the house fo r many years i n the 
nineteenth century. I f i t was i n the house, i t s presence may explain the apparent 
enlargement of the main building t o the rear, and the addition of a second entry on 
the south side. On the other hand, the cobbler's shop may have been i n a separate 
building to the north, on the property of #699. 

HISTORICAL N A R R A T I V E • see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

#685 Lowell Road, l i k e #699 to the north, was associated with d i f f e r e n t H i l d r e t h 
Corner f a m i l i e s , at d i f f e r e n t periods. I t was evidently b u i l t by Ephraim Farrar 
i n about 1792. His son, Sumner Farrar (b. 1800), was the next owner; he was a 
blacksmith, and i s shown here on the map of 1830, with a blacksmith shop standing 
just north of the house. His widow apparently owned the property through the middle 
of the nineteenth century. His son W i l l a r d Farrar (b. 1828) was the next owner. 

I He was an undertaker, and was the predecessor and inst r u c t o r of Joseph Dee i n the 
' funeral business. (See 27-37 Bedford Street.) 

* By 1871 the property belonged to shoemaker Joseph A. Melvin, who also owned #699 
Lowell Road. After his death the house was rented out f o r a while, and owned f o r a 
time by Dr. Theodore Chamber1in. I n 1917 i t was sold t o Jackson Garrett. I n 
1937 he sold i t t o Andrew Hepburn, who owned the adjoining property at #8 
Barrett's M i l l Road (NR). 

( 3 A J . ^ 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Maps, atlases: 1830, 1852, 1856, ca. 1871, 1875, 1889, 1906. 
Keyes/Tolman. 
Wheeler House F i l e #Lo8. 
Town directories and tax f i l e s . 
Richardson, Concord Chronicle. *— 

• Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 


