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Sketch Map

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within
it. Number each property for which individual
inventory forms bave been completed. Label streets
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate
sheet if space is not sufficient bere. Indicate North.
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Concord Junction

1322 Main Street

e Loring N. Fowler Memorial
Library

h /Builder Harry Little

Exterior Material:

Foundaton brick
Wall/Trim brick
Roof slate

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

none

Major Alterations (with dates)

no significant alterations

]

Condition

Moved 1 no O yes Date /A

excellent

less than one acre

Acreage

Seting a4 ormer—of churchstresttn—
eet in
residential/institutional area of West

former school across Churéh Street to

completing this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION O see contistuation sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

The Fowler Library is one of several public buildings in Concord that were
designed by well-known local architect Harry Britton Little (1822-1944). Built
in 1930, it is a small hip-roofed one-story brick building with tall square roof
lantern and a five-sided central entrance portico. The portico, which is
supported on the Tuscan colums that were ubiquitous on Concord's Colonial
Revival buildings, is topped with a spindle-work balustrade. It shelters an
unusual polygonal doorway, where a nine-panel door projects outward into the
portico, its sidelghts, set on the diagonal, serving as transitions to a wide
paneled surround. The windows are 16-over-12-sash, with splayed brick lintels.
The building corners are emphasized by brick quoining; the roof cornice is wood.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ([ see continuation sheet

Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

The need for a library at the west end of town was apparent by the turn of the
century, when the Concord Free Public Library began delivering books to West
Concord for the use of the school children. In 1918/19 the West Concord Branch
library was opened in a single room in the West Concord School, where it was soon-
expanded into a second. The first branch librarian was Mrs. H. Maybelle Park.

This building was made possible by the generosity of one of West Concord's most
prominent citizens, former store-keeper, postmaster, and real-estate developer
’ Loring N. Fowler (1855-1921). 1In his will he left a bequest of $73,000 for the
construction of a library building at West Concord. The town hired architect
) Harry Little (1822-1944) to design the structure, which was dedicated in 1930.

The building is significant as the earlier of the two municipal buildings that
Mr. Little designed for the town of Concord, four years before his larger, more
well-known project, the renovation and enlargement of the Concord Free Public
Library on Main Street. Renderings for the building show that that it was planned
with a future stack room which, although badly needed today, was never built.
(See #263 Simon Willard Road for more information on Harry Little.) The

ilding's first librarian was Ruth Lapham, who held the position until 1947.
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0J Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.




