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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [ see continuation sheet

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the
community.

This house is significant, not just as the oldest house on the upper section of
Lowell Road, but for the remarkable preservation of its early form. It is a 2

1/2-story, five-bay "saltbox" house, one room deep with a rear leanto. Family
records indicate that at least part of the building may have been built about 1679
by a carpenter named Hartwell; other sources indicate a date in the 1720's. In any
case, it is the only survivor of the three early houses in the vicinity that once
belonged to the Hartwell family. The house has the overhanging boxed front cornice
typical of the first quarter of the eighteenth century. Like most houses of its
age, this building underwent several other remodelings over the years. There are
two chimneys on what would have heen the rear wall of the main house; they replaced
a central chimney, probably in about 1800. The windows, 2-over-2-sash with flat
surrounds, would date to same time after 1850. A one-story shed-roofed entry bay on
the west end of the house is of uncertain date. s

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ see continuation sheet

Discuss the bistory of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building,
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

There is a strong tradition that the earliest part of this house is one of four
commissioned in 1678/79 and built by a carpenter named Hartwell, probably Ebenezer
_Hartwell. (A date of 1678 or 1679 has been found on an interior chimney surface,.
although the present chimneys appear to be replacements for a former central
chimney) Ruth Wheeler points out that this idea conflicts with later maps and
documents that state that the frame for this house was one of three erected in one
day in 1723-4 by the Hartwell family. Further research and an interior inspection
would be necessary before the puzzle can be resolved.

Another discrepancy exists as to the building's first owner. According to one
theory, it is possible that its first inhabitant was early settler James Adams, who
came from Carlisle, Cumberland County, England. It is known that it was owned
before 1750 by Joseph Adams, and it has been assumed that this was James's son or
grandson, Joseph Adams (b. 1702). More recent research, however, suggests that
the house was indeed built in 1723-4, by Ebenezer Hartwell II, (across the street
from the 1695 house of his father [now gonel,) and that Ebenezer Hartwell III sold
it to Joseph Adams when he moved to Groton in 1730. (Cont.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ see continuation sheet

Maps, atlases: 1830, 1852, 1856, 1875, 1889, 1906.

Lapham, Donald. Carlisle, Composite Commmity. 1975.

Bartkus, Paul. "The House at 1710 Lowell Road:" 1982.

Keyes/Tolman. "Houses in Concord." 1885; rev. 1915 and 1920's. (Cont.)

L) Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a
completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property
CONCORD Adams/Melvin House

Massachusetts Historical Commission Area(s) Form No.

80 Boylston Street cx Li3 <

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont.

This Joseph Adams would have been the one born in 1702 in Ipswich, died 1790 in
Concord. He was a cooper, and married first Priscilla Warner of Ipswich, and later
Dorothy Merriam. While under his ownership the first attempts to separate the north
part of Concord as part of an independent town took place, and the first meeting of
the new district of Carlisle was held in this house in May of 1754. (The property
was not ultimately included in the district, however.) Joseph and Dorothy's
youngest daughter, Lydia, married Joseph C. Chandler (1748-1813), who was later

to become the 22nd deacon of the First Parish, (1791), and a Selectman from 1787 to
1796. Lydia, who had apparently inherited the bulk of the property, died in 1829,
and the ownership passed to Joseph and Lydia's daughter Sally and her husband

John Melvin. After John and Sally Melvin's deaths in 1863 and 1864, the property
came under the ownership of their son, Amos Melvin (1821-1872.)

His widow, Jane, remained here with her three children and other family members,
including Joseph C. Melvin, "a travelling book agent," and three unmarried
sisters-in-law until the early part of this century. After Jane Melvlin's death in
1905, the old farm was inherited by her sons, Howard and John Melvin, who in 1920
sold the property to Mrs. Randi Johnson. Two years later she sold it to Mr. and
Mrs. Otto Boresen. In 1930 it was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Bartkus.

The house is still in the Bartkus family, but the surrounding land has been
subdivided over the years for new house construction, including the recent the
"Bartkus Farm" subdivision.

BIBLIOGRAPHY, cont.

Town Directories and tax lists.
Wheeler House File #Lo 13.

Jarvis.

Shattuck.

Vital Records of Concord and Ipswich.
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