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Town  Concord

Photograph
: Place (neighborhood or village)

Name of Area Concord Monument Sq. Revolutionary War
Resources

Present Use Suburban development

roll:negative(s):

Construction Dates or Period
April 19, 1775

Overall Condition _Good

Major Intrusions and Alterations

The remaining resources associated with the battle are well-
preserved. There has been historic infilling.

Acreage 7

Recorded by _ Ben Ford

Organization ___PAL
Date (month/day/year)__11/27/01

Sketch Map

see attached map
RECEIVED
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Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual for instructions for completing this form.
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AREA FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ¥ se¢e continuation sheet
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ¥ see continuation sheet

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the
community.

Note: This form was prepared as part of a survey of Revolutionary War and War of 1812 battlefields and associated historic properties in
Massachusetts. It does not necessarily present the full significance of the property during previous or subsequent periods of development.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ¥ see continuation sheet

_ Recommended as a National Register District. [f checked, you must attach a completed National Register
Criteria Statement form.

Previously listed in NR
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:
Concord 48 Monument Square, 77 Lexington Rd.
69 Lexington Rd.,

Lexington Road and Main Street
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard CON.A 298,311,312, 329
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (continued)
The Concord Monument Square Revolutionary War Resources Historic District includes those properties associated with the
American Revolution which flank Monument Square.

The Colonial Inn (MHC 298) is divided into three sections. East Section: Built before 1716. Two story, two rear chimney,
5 bay, mansard roofed and dormered house in Second Empire style. This section was updated to it's present appearance in
the 1860s The fagade is decorated with a wide band between the floors and four square pilasters. A deep canopy embellishes
the door. The center section dates to 1775, with the second story and the hipped roof added in 1800. This section is five bays
wide with a full length porch supported by fluted Doric columns. The chimney is along the ridge line and reads "1716". The
first floor is clad in flush planking, while the second is clapboard. The corner boards have molded capitals, and a wide frieze
with a molded box cornice surmounts the wall. West Section: Two story hipped roofed house with a symmetrical fagade. This
portion was built between 1812 and 1820. The mansard roofed, 2 story entry pavilion was added in 1860. The second story
of this building is clad in flush planking with Corinthian unfluted pilasters and a molded cornice with modillions. There is
a central arched window in the second floor. The door is surrounded by unfluted tapered pilasters.

The Reuben Brown House (MHC 312) is a 2.5 story, gable roofed, 5 bat house. The roof is broken by a center brick chimney,
and a modern rear shed dormer, and is covered with asphalt shingles. The mane body is clad in narrow clapboards with scarf
joints. The windows are modern 12 over 12 lights set into projecting, molded casings. A projecting entryway flanks the door
with fluted pilasters and flush planking. The side door in the west end has a transom. A modern triple window is located in
the east gable end. Stone, brick, and concrete foundation. A 2 story shed roofed addition runs the length of the rear of the
house and a 1 story addition is attached to the east gable end. The house is on small lot with a narrow front yard between it
and Lexington Road. It is directly south of the Fiske House.

The Fiske House (MHC 311) is a 2.5 story house with a seven bay front and a gable roof. The southern two bays of the house
appear to be an addition to the original house which had a centered entry and behind the ridge brick chimney. The southern
section has a true gable roof, while the northern end is a salt box roof. The entire roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The
structure is covered in clapboards with corner boards, and is generally unadorned. The entryway is enclosed with a hipped
roof and side lights. The windows are 6 over 6 with plain frames. The placement of windows in the gable end is asymmetrical.
The foundation is of dressed stone.

The Wright Tavern (MHC 329) is a 2.5 story double hipped (mansard) roofed, 5 bay by 4 bay structure in the center of
Concord. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles and is pierced by two tall internal, rear, brick chimneys, and a forward, central
brick chimney. Similarly, two peaked, 6 over 6 light dormers are located in the east and west roof lines. Modern gutters are
attached to the roof. The main body of the tavern is clad in clapboard siding. The front (north) fagade has a central door
flanked by two windows on either side. The door is surrounded by a classical pediment and pilasters. The east door has a
simpler cornice and pilaster treatment, and is flanked by a single window to the north and two windows to the south. All of
the windows in the house block are 9 over 9 light and have external shutters. The foundation is stone. The tavern is currently
occupied by an antiques store (basement), an architect, and the First Parish Spiritual Renewal center. First Parish Church is
to the southeast and the common is to the west.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Property Address:
Concord 48 Monument Square, 77 Lexington Rd.
69 Lexington Rd.,

Lexington Road and Main Street
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Facility Area(s) Form No.
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The Concord Monument Square — Lexington Road Historic District is significant for its involvement with the events of
April 19, 1775. The four structures: Wright’s Tavern, the Colonial Inn, The Bulkeley-Brown House, and the Fiske House,
in the district are associated with the Battle but were not actively involved in the fighting that took place. Consequently,
they are included in the district rather than in the battle proper. Similarly, the Wright Tavern and the First Parish Church
were treated as separate Associated Historic Properties.

In 1747 Ephraim Jones acquired the property and built what is now known as Wright’s Tavern. He then sold the tavern to
Thomas Munroe in 1751. Munroe ran the hostelry until his death in 1766, during this period the town selectmen held
their meetings in the tavern. After this the building passed to Daniel Taylor. Then sometime, not long before March 1775,
Amos Wright either purchased or rented the tavern. It is more likely that he simply rented the space because in December
1775 Taylor sold the property to Samuel Swan. Thus, the man who’s name is historically associated with the structure
likely never owned the structure, and lived there for no more than a year. However, it was during Wright’s tenure that the
most significant events took place in the tavern. Little is known about Wright, aside from the fact that he married twice
and is generally listed as a laborer or a school teacher, rather than an inn keeper. Regardless, he was the proprietor on
April 19, 1775. That day, upon hearing the alarm bells, the Concord men mustered on the green and used the tavern as
their headquarters while they sorted out the reports of the approaching British. It was to this site that Captain Smith and
the Lincoln troops reported to as well. Eventually, the gathered mass of Americans withdrew from town to the Muster
Field leaving the tavern vacant for the British to occupy. Colonel Francis Smith of the 10" British Regulars (the leader of
the expedition) established his headquarters in Wright’s Tavern once the British had occupied Concord Square. There are
no known accounts of the actual events that transpired in the Tavern during the British occupation, but there is an oft
repeated story of a British officer (Major Pitcairn is traditionally indicated, but it was more likely another officer or
Smith himself) stirring his toddy (brandy, sugar, and water) with his finger and remarking that he would similarly stir
Yankee (or Rebel) blood before night fall. Regardless of the drama, the tavern served as the command center for the
British as they sent men out to seize the stores at Colonel James Barrett’s Farm, engaged in the skirmish at North Bridge,
and eventually decided to withdraw from town initiating the running battle that took them back to Charlestown Neck.

Besides these happenings, the tavern was associated with insurrectionary events before the war even began. On October
11, 1774 three hundred delegates from Massachusetts gathered at the First Parish Church for a Provincial Congress with
the expressed intent of coming “together to maintain the rights of the people” (Boston Historic Sites Commission
1958:123). During the five day session a number of the committees spilled over into the adjacent hostelry for their
meetings.

Following the Revolution, Swan ceased to tend the tavern and by 1793 it was in the hands of Francis Jarvis who used the
basement as his bakery. In 1831 the building was again sold and was rented out as a domicile, a store, and a bakery at
various times. Eventually Reuben Price and Judge Hoar purchased the site in 1880 and in 1886 gifted it to the First
Parish. The First Parish continues to own it today.

The Colonial Inn, which at the time of the battle consisted of only the eastern and central portions, was used as a storage
depot by the Americans at the time of the battle. The stores kept here were no doubt some of those that Colonel James
Barrett, the superintendent of supplies for the Massachusetts Committee of Safety, hid amongst his neighbors. The most
likely location for these stores was the recently erected central section of the Colonial Inn. There are no reports of the
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British seizing these goods, despite the fact that they used the center of Concord as their headquarters immediately
previous to the Concord fight. This section later became a store owned by Revolutionary War veteran John White. The
eastern section of the Inn was the home of Dr. Timothy Minot, Jr. at the time of the battle and was where some of the
soldiers wounded in the skirmishing at North Bridge and elsewhere were brought for medical attention after the battle
moved eastward. The third, western portion of the Inn was built between 1812 and 1820, and the three sections appear to
have had different owners throughout their lives until Daniel Shattuck succeeded in gaining title to all three in 1839. The
three structures became the Colonial Inn in 1897 and have been operated as such ever since. A recent Massachusetts
Historical Commission Inventory form contains a chain of title for this building.

The Fiske House and the Bulkeley-Brown House are associated with the actions of Reuben Brown leading up to and
subsequent to the Lexington and Concord battle. The Bulkeley-Brown House was built ca. 1720 and passed from Henry
Gould to Reuben Brown in 1773. Brown, a saddler, operated a shop in an adjacent lot. The Fiske House has been built
out of that shop. Brown like many other artisans used his skills to help produce war materials for the approaching
conflict. He made cartridge boxes, holsters, belts, and other necessary leather goods for the troops. On the day of the
battle Colonel Buttrick dispatched Brown to scout at Lexington. Brown returned reporting that the British had fired on
the Lexington men, sending the Concord militia and minutemen into full preparation. Upon their retreat the British
pillaged Brown’s shop and set fire, perhaps accidentally (this and the town house are the only two buildings touched by
fire on the 19™), to his property. The fire was extinguished before it damaged the buildings. A British officer, Lieutenant
Patter, was held prisoner briefly in the shop building. After Lexington and Concord Brown opted not to serve in the army,
hiring a substitute each time he was drafted, and instead engaged in the more lucrative business of supplying leather
goods to the Continental Army. This decision transformed him from being in danger of being run out of town for debts in
1770 to being one of the wealthiest men Concord in 1780. Since the Revolution the Brown House has been sold a number
of times and has been the home of the Concord Antiquarian Society (1886-1930), a restaurant (1930-1946), an apartment
building (1946-1954), and is once again a single family home. A recent Massachusetts Historical Commission Inventory
form acts as a chain of title on this structure.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (continued)

Concord Free Public Library, n.d.: Monument Square Historic District Vertical File

Concord Free Public Library, n.d.: Wright Tavern Vertical File

Forbes, Anne, October 1992: Monument Square/Lexington Road, MHC Area A

Forbes, Anne, November 1994: Reuben Brown House

Forbes, Anne, December 1996: Colonial Inn (Minot/Thoreau House; White/Shattuck Store and House)
Kalin, Louise and Mary Wilinsky, n.d.: Concord Monument Square - Lexington Road Historic District
Tolman, George, 1901: Wright's Tavern
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Massachusetts Historical Commission

80 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Photograph

(B"x 3" or 3"x 5", only black and white)

Indicate on the back of each photo the street
addresses for buildings that are shown. Staple them
onto this form or onto a continuation sheet.

roll film numbers

Sketch Map

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within

it. Number each property for which individual

inventory forms bave been completed. Label streets

including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate

sheet if space is no Ryt bere. Indicate North,
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [ see continuation sheet
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the cormmunity.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ see continuation sheet
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss bow this area relates to tbe bistorical development of the commu-
nity.
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Property Map Key

MmKrc
29¥ . Colonial Inn, {1716), 48 Monument Square
19 - Country Store, (c.1850), 15 Monument Seuare 3treet
S0 . The Wood shop, (c.1800), 48 Monument Square

~>. Concord Town Hall, (1851), O Monument Square
. Saint Bernard's Roman Catholic Church, (1842), 60 Monument Square
. Town Hill Burying Ground, (1635)
30Y g+ Brick House, (1750), 1 Lexington Road
205 97 Pellet House, (1728), 5-7 Lexington Road
%0b 10, Cyrus Pierce House, (1851), 23 Lexington Road
307 11, Richardson-Wheeler House, 1802, 29 Lexington Road
38% 12, concord Art Association/John Ball House, (1753), 37 Lexington Road
30°T 137 Thomas Dane House, (1653), 47 Lexington Road
310 14, capt. John Adams House, (1817), 57 Lexington Road
311 157 gonathan Fiske House, (1724), 69 Lexington Road
312 1le. Peter Bulkeley House, (1667), 77 Lexington Road
313 177 Heywood House, (1719), 105 Lexington Road
314 18. Sellors House, (c.1900), 145 Lexington Road
315 X9, Concord Antiquarian Societ (1930&1635), 200 Lexington Road
0. fatfﬁdwgﬁéﬁ%ﬁggﬁ‘%uégfé%w28), 28 Cambridge Turnpike
3I1¥ 21 Gunhouse, (c.l960), 150 Ccambridge Turnpike
317 22. whiting Hays House, (1880), 70 Lexington Road
B8R0 23. Alder Jenkins House, (c.1850), 62 Lexington Road
3 &) 24. Yellow Block House, (1700), 54 Lexington Road
322 25. Yellow Block #2, (1700), 48 Lexington Road
32326, White Store, (c.1700), 9 FexingtonRead Ch weh Green
32y 27. Robert Cuming Block, (c.1700), 19 Bexington Road Chuxcl Green
3 2.5 28. Robert Cuming Block, (c.1700), 20 TexingtonRead Cluucdr Gregn
3 X6 29. Robert Cuming Block, (c.1700), 23 Eexington Read G lhurch Gorean
3 A7 30. Robert Cuming Block, (c.1700), 25 Bexingten—read Cliuwcch Glreon_
A 2% 31. First Parish Unitarian Church, (1900 reconstruction)?9Lexington Road
329 . The Wright Tavern, (1747), 1,6, and 8 Lexington Road

®
2
3
3c| 4. Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Company, (1851,1900),- 24 Monument Square
5
6
7

l;; (231388%« ¢ & 34. Church Hall and other church buildings, 60 and 70 Monument Square
332 35. Masonic Hall, (c. ) » 58 Monument Square

333 36. Christian Science Church, (ca-’ﬂggi.%), Monument—Squaxre- 7 Lopwell Read!:
A43% 37. Conservation Land

23¢( 38, Dr. Josiah Bartlett House, (1830), 35 Lowell Road

333739, Nathan Hosmer House, (1828), 41 Lowell Road

326 40. John O'Donnell House, (c.1885), 47 Lowell Road

227141, The Block House, (c.1650), 57 Lowell Road

32% 427 John Stacy House, (1828), 40 Lowell Road
33‘{ 43. James Gordy House, (1880), 32 Lowell Road



| Cov-A
INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address

Motouesiot SQ./
CanCon A LR ussTon) RD

Massachusetts Historical Commission

80 Boylston Street Area(s) FormNo.
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 AI¥-342Z;
A Z/ 379 3g
o

WM HC &

340 44, Loring Grimes House, (c.1900), 18 Lowell Road
34| 45. Inn Cottage (1800), 24 Lowell Road

3Y2 46. Inn Outbuildings (c.1700), 48 Monument Square
AZ7 47. Concord Town Green (1635 established)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property

Concord Monument Sq./Lex-
Masschusetts Historical Commission ington Road
Massachusetts Archives Building Area(s) Form Nos.
220 Morrissey Boulevard A 298-341; 804; 937; 956-969;
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 1795-1799

AREA DATA SHEET
AREA A: MONUMENT SQUARE/LEXINGTON ROAD
CONSTRUCTION
MHC# PARCEL # ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE
Monument Square
937 Monument Square Monument Square 1866-68
960 Monument Square Spanish-American War monument ca. 1899
961 Monument Square Soldiers Monument 1866
962 Monument Square World War I Monument ca. 1920
963 Monument Square Watering trough 1888
967 Monument Square Flagpole ("Liberty Pole") 20th C.
964 H9-1693 Monument Square Middlesex Hotel & County Jail Site  early 20th C.
965 H9-1693 Monument Square Jail/Thoreau marker late-19th C.
966 H9-1693 Monument Square World War II Monument ca. 1945
959 Monument Square Town House/Courthouse Monument 1885
804 H9-10 Monument Square Hill Burying Ground ca. 1636
303 H9-843 12 Monument Square  St. Bernard’s Church 1840-42
302 H9-844 22 Monument Square Concord Town House 1851
301 H9-845 30 Monument Square Middlesex County Courthouse 1851
300 H8-1295 23 Monument Square  Colonial Inn Manager’s House ca. 1888
298 H8-1295 48 Monument Square  Colonial Inn pre-1716/1775/
1812-1820
RECEIVED
. (Cont.)
0351997

S, HIST. COMM



Con. A

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property
Concord Monument Sq./Lex-
Masschusetts Historical Commission ington Road
Massachusetts Archives Building Area(s) Form Nos.
220 Morrissey Boulevard A 298-341; 804; 937; 956-969;
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 1795-1799
AREA DATA SHEET
AREA A: MONUMENT SQUARE/LEXINGTON ROAD, cont.
CONSTRUCTION

MHC# PARCEL # ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE

Monument Square, cont.
332 H9-1691 58 Monument Square Masonic Hall/Town School 1820
331 H9-1692 60/62 Monument Square Monument Hall 1906/1947
330 H9-1692 70 Monument Square County House/St. Bernard’s Rectory 18th C.
959 H9-1692 70 Monument Square Courthouse/Townhouse Monument 1885

Monument Street
299 H8-1296 15 Monument Street "Madam Keyes" House ca. 1780/1850
1796 H8-1295-1 21/23 Monument Street J.M. Keyes House 1886

Lowell Road
333 H9-1690 7 Lowell Road First Church of Christ, Scientist/  1832/1914

Merriam House

958 H9-1689-2 Lowell Road Anne Chamberlin Path 1977-78
340 H9-1297 18 Lowell Road Grimes House ca. 1920
341 H8-1297 24 Lowell Road Smith House ca. 1888
1799 HB8-1689-3 25 Lowell Road Dobroth House 1979
339 H8-1299 32 Lowell Road Hallett House 1874-75
957 HB8-1299 32 Lowell road Peter Bulkeley Monument 1885
334 HB8-1689-1 35 Lowell Road Hunt/Bartlett House 1830-31

(Cont.)
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Community Property
Concord Monument Sq./Lex-
ington Road
Area(s) Form Nos.
A 298-341; 804; 937; 956-969;
1795-1799

AREA DATA SHEET
AREA A: MONUMENT SQUARE/LEXINGTON ROAD, cont.

CONSTRUCTION

MHC#  PARCEL # ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE

Lowell Road, cont.

1800 H8-1300 36 Lowell Road Stacy Barn late-19th C.

338 H8-1300 40 Lowell Road Stacy House 1827

335 H8-1688 41 Lowell Road Cutler/Hosmer House 1827-28

336 H8-1687 47/49 Lowell Road Hurd rental house 1881-82

337 H8-1686 57 Lowell Road Old Block House mid-17th C.

Lexington Road

304 H9-11 1 Lexington Road Tolman Shops ca. 1820

305 H9-12 5/7; 13/15 Lexington Road Pellet/Barrett House ca. 1670’s/1728

329 H9-9 6, 8 Lexington Road; 1 Main St. Wright Tavern 1747

328 H9-9 20 Lexington Road First Parish Church 1901

968 H9-9 20 Lexington Road 1st Provincial Congress 1885

monument

969 H9-9 20 Lexington Road First Parish bell 1826

306 H9-13 23 Lexington Road Cyrus Pierce House 1851

307 H9-14 29 Lexington Road Beaton/Davis Store ca. 1750+

308 H9-15 37 Lexington Road John Ball House ca. 1752

(Cont.)
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Community Property
Concord Monument Sq./Lex-
Masschusetts Historical Commission ington Road
Massachusetts Archives Building Area(s) Form Nos.
220 Morrissey Boulevard A 298-341; 804; 937; 956-969;
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 1795-1799
AREA DATA SHEET
AREA A: MONUMENT SQUARE/LEXINGTON ROAD, cont.

CONSTRUCTION

MHC#  PARCEL # ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE
Lexington Road, cont.
309 H9-16 47 Lexington Road Thomas Dane House ca. 1650
322 H9-114 48 Lexington Road Jonathan Prescott House ca. 1720
321 H9-113 54 Lexington Road Alvan Pratt House early 19th C.
310 H9-17-1 57 Lexington Road Capt. John Adams House ca. 1817
1797  H9-18-1 61 Lexington Road Warren House 1884
320 H9-112 62 Lexington Road Isabella Davidson House 1892
311 H9-20 69/71 Lexington Road Brown Shop/Clark House 2nd qtr. 18th C.
319 H9-111 70 Lexington Road Shattuck Barn/Robertson mid-19th C.
James Hse.
312 H9-21 77 Lexington Road Reuben Brown House early 18th C. or
earlier
313 H9-22-2 105 Lexington Road Brown/Beaton House ca. 1719
314 H9-22-1 145 Lexington Road Sellors House 1898-99
318 H9-239 150 Lexington Road Gunhouse 1960’s
956 H9-110-1-2; Lexington Road/Heywood St. Heywood Meadow from 1635
H9-239
315 H9-109 200 Lexington Road Concord Museum 1930’s and "90’s
(cont)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Community Property
Concord Monument Sq./Lex-
Masschusetts Historical Commission ington Road
Massachusetts Archives Building Area(s) Form No.
220 Morrissey Boulevard A 298-341; 804; 937; 956-969;
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 1795-1799
AREA DATA SHEET
AREA A: MONUMENT SQUARE/LEXINGTON ROAD, cont.
CONSTRUCTION
MHC# PARCEL # ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE
Lexington Road, cont.
316 H9-109 200 Lexington Road 2nd Matthew Perkins House (removed)
Church Green
323 H9-9 1 Church Green Widow Hoar House 18th-early 19th C.
324 H9-9 19 Church Green Munroe/White Cottage 17th-18th C.
326 H9-9 23/25 Church Green Hosmer/Thayer House 18th-early 19th C.
Cambridge Turnpike
317 H9-241 28 Cambridge Turnpike Ralph Waldo Emerson House 1828
Walden Street
1795 H9-119 105 Walden Street E.H. James House and Study 1923-24
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