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F O R M A - AREA 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad 

9 F-9, G- CONCORD 

Area Letter Form Numbers in Area „ , 
CM 

CONCORD 

'gbborhood or village) 
Concord Center 

River S t r e e t area 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

^ion Dates or Pe r i<^ 5 0 . , , o a r l y 2 Q t h c 

ondition 
f a i r t o good 

sions and Alterations. 
none 

, % 15,2i SfvttJr f 

Sketch Map (®N> (0!) Acreage 
ca. 3.5 acres 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

Recorded by 

Organization 

A. Forbes 

f o r Concord H i s t o r . Comm. 

Date (month/day/year) 
June, 1992 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 



AREA F O R M ( * 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • set continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

River S t r e e t , a s h o r t r e s i d e n t i a l c r o s s - s t r e e t of seven houses along t h e Sudbury 
River a t Concord center, i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e from two d i s t i n c t 
p e r i o d s — t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h century on the n o r t h end, and the 1920's-30's on the 
south. A l l f o u r houses from the former p e r i o d are s t y l i s t i c h y b r i d s , somewhat 
a l t e r e d by changes over time. #18 i s a t i n y 1850's gable-end cottage w i t h Greek 
Revival windows, s i d e l i g h t e d e n t r y , and e a r l y saw-cut cornice b r a c k e t i n g . The 
clipped-gable house a t #35 i s an e c l e c t i c Italianate/Queen Anne b u i l d i n g w i t h 
polygonal bay windows, co r n i c e b r a c k e t i n g , and an e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y C o l o n i a l 
Revival porch. #27 was o r i g i n a l l y a t y p i c a l I t a l i a n a t e house, but was transformed 
i n t o a Co l o n i a l Revival residence i n 1930 by one of Concord's most p r o l i f i c e a r l y -
and mid-twentieth-century a r c h i t e c t s , W i l l i a m Kussin. #21, the most a l t e r e d of the 
e a r l y b u i l d i n g s , i s a la r g e 2 1/2-story h i p - r o o f e d house w i t h many a d d i t i o n s and 
p r o j e c t i o n s ; i t appears t o have been b u i l t i n t h e I t a l i a n a t e vernacular s t y l e . 
Adding t o the l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y r e v i v a l character of t h i s s e c t i o n i s John 
Chapman's l i t t l e 1884 stone E n g l i s h "country" Gothic chapel of T r i n i t y Church, which 
faces Elm St r e e t on the northeast corner. (Cont.) 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the commu­

nity. 
River S t r e e t , a t one time c a l l e d Cross S t r e e t , was l a i d out between Main and Elm 
Stre e t s between 1875 and 1881. By the mid-1870's, W i l l i a m F . Hurd had acquired 
most of the land between Main S t r e e t and the Sudbury River i n the v i c i n i t y of lower 
Elm S t r e e t . He developed much of i t over the course of the l a t e 1870's and '80's as 
a small r e s i d e n t i a l area, b u i l d i n g houses f o r r e n t on some of the l o t s , and s e l l i n g 
o f f other p a r c e l s . I t was undoubtedly he who was responsible f o r l a y i n g out River 
S t r e e t , as w e l l . The n o r t h e r n h a l f of the s t r e e t was b u i l t up f i r s t , and a l l the 
b u i l d i n g s t h e r e had Elm S t r e e t addresses i n the e a r l y p a r t of t h i s century. 

Two houses on the s t r e e t were b u i l t by Mr. Hurd on h i s own land. He had #35 b u i l t 
i n the e a r l y 1880's f o r h i s stepdaughter Marcella Simonds Brown and her husband, 
W i l l i a m H. Brown. He constructed #21 ca. 1879 as a r e n t a l house, and according t o 
Keyes i t was occupied by John M. Gould u n t i l "a separa t i o n from h i s p r e t t y w i f e 
broke up the f a m i l y , " and he moved t o Newton. Subsequent tenants were Mrs. John 
Q.A. G r i f f i n and her f a m i l y , which included, f o r a s h o r t time i n the mid-1880's, her 
eldes t son Fred and h i s w i f e (see a l s o #43 Middle S t r e e t . ) Fred G r i f f i n was a 
lawyer i n Boston, and he and h i s f a m i l y are s t i l l l i s t e d here i n 1886, a f t e r h i s 
mother and two br o t h e r s had moved t o Mrs. Cutter's boarding house on Sudbury Road. 
(Cont.) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

Town d i r e c t o r i e s . 
Maps and a t l a s e s : 1889, 1893, 1906; Sanborns from 1903. 
J o s l i n , Elmer. "Notes on the Acceptances or Layouts of Publ i c Ways i n the Town of 

Concord," 1956. 
Keyes/Tolman. 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 

Criteria Statement form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL/DESIGN SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
At the southern end of the s t r e e t are th r e e much l a t e r b u i l d i n g s , each representing 
a popular house-type of the e a r l y decades of the t w e n t i e t h century. #8 i s a 
two-story, f i v e - b a y C o l o n i a l Revival house w i t h a rubble foundation and pedimented, 
Tuscan-columned e n t r y porch. #13 i s a smaller C o l o n i a l Revival house, of Dutch 
Colonial p r o p o r t i o n s , but w i t h a gabled, i n s t e a d of a gambrel, r o o f . The l a t e s t 
house, #7, i s a la r g e 1930's Craftsman bungalow w i t h an e x t e r i o r chimney and a deep, 
overhanging r o o f , animated by exposed r a f t e r ends. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
From a t l e a s t 1893 through 1906 #21 was the home of Reginald H. Jones. He was a 
broker i n Boston, as was h i s son, Reginald R., who also l i v e d here. The house was 
l a t e r bought by D. Dana B a r t l e t t , who s o l d i t t o Farnham Smith i n 1933. 

#18, the e a r l i e s t house on the s t r e e t , f o r m e r l y stood a t 56 Elm S t r e e t , where i t was 
b u i l t i n the l a t e 1850's as a cottage f o r farmhands on the o l d Willard//Lee Farm, 
probably a t t h a t time the farm was owned by Capt. David E l w e l l . (See Area Form 
"Nashawtuc H i l l " . ) I t was moved t o River S t r e e t i n about 1893, was f o r several 
years the home of plumber and t i n s m i t h George Etrmott, and i n 1960 was acquired by 
T r i n i t y Church as the residence of i t s a s s i s t a n t m i n i s t e r . #27 was constructed ca. 
1880 f o r the marriage of Lucy Reynolds and Charles Richardson. I n 1884 the 
chapel of T r i n i t y Church was b u i l t on land purchased a t a considerable discount 
from W i l l i a m Hurd, and i n 1913 i t s a d j o i n i n g P a r i s h House was added. (A house b u i l t 
f o r Hurd j u s t west of the church l o t i n ca. 1880 was designed by a r c h i t e c t John 
Chapman, al s o a r c h i t e c t of T r i n i t y . I t served f o r many years as the Episcopal 
parsonage, but was t o r n down i n 1965.) 

The southern end of the s t r e e t was developed i n t h e e a r l y p a r t of t h i s century. #s 
8 and 13 were b u i l t i n the mid-1920's, and the Craftsman bungalow a t #7 sometime i n 
the 1930's. (Although Assessor's l i s t i n g date t h i s house t o 1938, B u i l d i n g Permit 
records do not corroborate t h i s . However, they do show t h a t Frank Tucker 
remodeled a house on River S t r e e t i n t h a t year. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the reference 
i s t o t h i s one, and t h a t i t was a c t u a l l y b u i l t several years e a r l i e r . ) (Cont.) 
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(Asterisk indicates property is covered on an individual form) 

MHC #/ Address Historic name description 
Parcel #) 

~~-- 67-81 Elm street - Trinity Church Gothic Revival 
G9-708 

Property 

River street Area 

Area(s) 
A-G" 

Form No. 

Approximate date 

1884 

(".7(P 
F9- 703 

7 River st. - Craftsman bungalow 1930's 

GIl 
G9-709 

(PlY 
F9-704 

*~.s: 
G9-708 

0.,11 
F9-705 

~q-r 
F9-706 

8 River St. - Colonial Revival 

13 River St. - Colonial Revival cottage 

18 River st. - Elwell/Emmott Hse./ Greco-Italianate 
Trinity Church asst. minister's residence 

21 River st. - Hurd rental house Ital. vernacular 

27 River st. - Richardson House Ital./Col. Revival 

~~ 35 River st. - W.H. Brown house 
F9-707 

I tal. / Queen Anne 

1924 

1926 

1856-59 

1879-80 

ca. 1880/1930 

ca. 1880-84 
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