
 

Inventory No: CON.AO   

Historic Name: Fairhaven Hill

Common Name:

Address:

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Agricultural; Residential District

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Community Planning

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on:   Friday, October 23, 2020 at 11:08 AM

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


FORM A - AREA 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 

Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area £@F\J,A$ 

G i l , 12, d l i CONCORD Ao 

r\ -\ lis 
CONCORD 

rhood or village) 

Fairhaven H i l l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Dates or Period ca. 1899-1910 

ition t a i r t o e x c e l l e n t 

Sketch Map ^ Fbu>V\aVcn QJ, 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

r\9P(JM\. a w {io&ivt0uM-/7' 

ons and Alterations^, . 
f i v e modern 

houses on the h i l l ( n ot v i s i b l e from 
road r ) ca. 70 acres Acreage 
... A. Forbes 

Recorded by ^sea^ch by Aim and Dick Ferraro 
„ . . f o r Concord H i s t o r . Comm. Organization 

Date (month/day/year) June, 1992 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

On Fairhaven H i l l are two ( f o r m e r l y t h r e e ) l a r g e country houses, w i t h associated 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , t h a t were b u i l t from 1899 t o 1909. The l a r g e s t and most 
well-preserved i s the Adams House a t #240 Fairhaven H i l l Road. Designed i n 1899 
by a r c h i t e c t H.D. Hale of Boston, i t i s Concord's only example of a stuccoed. 
C l a s s i c a l Revival mansion w i t h a f u l l - h e i g h t t e t r a s t y l e p o r t i c o . Two other 
b u i l d i n g s on the o r i g i n a l p r o p e r t y remain as w e l l , i n a l t e r e d f o r m — t h e two-story 
b r i c k servants quarters a t #205 Fairhaven H i l l Road, and a stuccoed, gable-roofed 
s t a b l e (now a d w e l l i n g ) w i t h h i g h end chimneys, a t #215. 

Although the Thompson House a t #281 Fairhaven H i l l Road i s gone, t h r e e of i t s 
o u t b u i l d i n g s remain: a h i p - r o o f e d b r i c k c a r r i a g e house, converted t o a d w e l l i n g a t 
#229 Fairhaven H i l l Road, a f i v e - b a y shed-roofed wagon house w i t h v e r t i c a l - b o a r d 
s i d i n g and doors, and a r a r e s h i n g l e d i c e house, p o s s i b l y t h e only one of i t s k i n d 
remaining i n Concord. (Cont.) 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the commu­
nity. By the t u r n of t h e t w e n t i e t h century much of the scenic land along Concord's r i v e r s 

was being bought up f o r the c r e a t i o n of l a r g e country estates and "gentlemen's 
farms." Large t r a c t s of former farmland and woodlots on Fairhaven H i l l , which has 
some of the most b e a u t i f u l v i s t a s i n town, (one looks west a l l t h e way t o Mount 
Wachusett,) were acquired f o r both purposes. The f i r s t residence here was t h e home 
of Charles Francis Adams, I I I , b u i l t i n 1899 a t today's #240 Fairhaven H i l l Road, 
of which the house, servants q u a r t e r s , and s t a b l e s t i l l e x i s t . Later Secretary of 
the Navy under President Hoover, he was the grandson of the Charles Francis Adams 
who was ambassador t o the Court of St. James's d u r i n g the C i v i l War, and nephew of 
banker and Union P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d President Charles Francis Adams I I of L i n c o l n , who 
had acquired much of the land on t h e h i l l i n t h e mid-1890's. According t o 

1 Richardson, t h i s was one of t h e f i r s t two l a r g e country residences i n town "not f o r 
farming," ( t h e other was the house b u i l t by t h e Misses W i l l i a m s a t 900 Tanglewood 

^ Drive, i n t h a t same year.) 

I n about 1909 investment banker Henry Thompson e s t a b l i s h e d a l a r g e "gentleman's 
farm" a t the top of the h i l l , where peaches, grapes, and other f r u i t s were grown. 
(Cont.) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

Town D i r e c t o r i e s and tax l i s t s . 
Keyes/Tolman. 
Concord i n the Days of Strawberries and S t r e e t c a r s . 
Concord Oral H i s t o r y Tapes. 
Inter v i e w s w i t h owners. 1992. 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h Richard O'Connor, Thoreau Society, J u l y , 1992. 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
'Criteria Statement form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Oximission 
80 BoyIston S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Comnunity 

CONCORD 

Property 

Fairhaven H i l l 

Area(s) Form No. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cent. 
Although t h e Thompson house i s gone, a t t h e base of t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e h i l l , a t #254 
Fairhaven Road, i s another b r i c k C o l o n i a l Revival house, the Henry Brooks House of ca. 
1910. I n n e a r l y o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n , t h i s i s a h i g h l y non-symmetrical r e c t a n g u l a r 
b u i l d i n g w i t h t h r e e h i g h chimneys and an o f f - c e n t e r , v e s t i b u l e d e n t r y w i t h a 
round-topped casement above i t a t the second s t o r y . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
The house, f o r m e r l y #281 Fairhaven H i l l Road, burned down i n t h e w i n t e r of 1990-91, but 
the Thompson c a r r i a g e house remains, converted t o a residence as #229 Fairhaven H i l l 
Road. I n about 1907 Henry Brooks, f o r m e r l y of West Medford, b u i l t h i s residence on 
what i s s t i l l over t h i r t y - f i v e acres of land on the back of t h e h i l l , a t #254 Fairhaven 
Road. Part of h i s land came from the Adams f a m i l y , other sections were p a r t of t h e 
former farm of P a t r i c k Hagerty (see area form "Abbott Estate.") 
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DATA SHEET 

( A s t e r i s k [*] i n d i c a t e s p r o p e r t y i s a l s o included on an i n d i v i d u a l i n v e n t o r y form.) 

Address name/description date c o n d i t i o n MHC #/ 
Parcel # 

1 5"̂  205 Fairhaven H i l l Road - former Adams servants quarters ca. 1912 
G12-4003 B r i c k C o l o n i a l Revival 2-story, 

f i v e - b a y house w i t h l a r g e e x t e r i o r 
end chimneys. 

~~1 215 Fairhaven H i l l Road - former Adams s t a b l e 
G12-4004 

~?S(p 229 Fairhaven H i l l Road 
G12-4006-3 

ca. 1899 
Stucco, w i t h h i g h end chimneys; 
a l t e r e d t o modern d w e l l i n g 

75~7 229 Fairhaven H i l l Road 
G12-4006-3 

* H /5~240 Fairhaven H i l l Road 
G12-4005-1 

former Thompson c a r r i a g e house 190^-10 
2-story, h i p - r o o f e d C o l o n i a l Revival 
1941: converted t o house f o r Mrs. Henry 
Thompson; c e n t r a l passage f i l l e d i n w i t h 
clapboard and b r i c k a d d i t i o n s . 

Thompson i c e house 190^-10 
Rare u t i l i t a r i a n s h i n g l e d , gable-
roofed i c e house w i t h narrow t h r e e - p a r t 
end door. 

Charles Francis Adams House 1899 
Cl a s s i c a l Revival stucco house w i t h 
balustraded r o o f , c o l o s s a l I o n i c t e t r a s t y l e 
p o r t i c o overlooking r i v e r . 

7 ^Tl$ 254 Fairhaven Road - Henry Brooks House 
G12-4001 Colon i a l Revival b r i c k house. 

B r i c k and f i e l d s t o n e foundation. 

f a i r 

f a i r 

good 

e x c e l l e n t 

excel1ent 

ca. 1909-IO e x c e l l e n t 
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