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FORM A - AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Area Letter Form numbers In this Area 

Per 

CONCORD 

f Area (if any) 

Nine Acre Corner 

t Use 
r e s i d e n t i a l , a g r i 

c u l t u r a l , commercial 

1 Date or Period .7tn c . - i 

1 Condition aood t o a l t e r e d 

see i n d i v i d u a l forms 
led by A- Forbes 

inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space here is not sufficient). 

research by T i l l i e Sweet 
Organization f n r c n n r ^ d H i s t . Comm. 

Date •mix, 122Q 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 

+ 1 



• COM AT 
( 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

Nine Acre Comer today, s t i l l c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i a b l e as an a g r i c u l t u r a l d i s t r i c t because 
of the s u b s t a n t i a l amount of farmland t h a t remains here, provides the s e t t i n g f o r 
several s c a t t e r e d farmhouses t h a t range i n date from a t l e a s t t h e e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h 
century through 1910. The t r a d i t i o n a l 2 1/2-story, 5-bay "Second Period" farmhouse i s 
represented by several examples, i n c l u d i n g the Parkman Tavern on Powdermill R o a d — p a r t s 
of which may date t o the seventeenth century, [NR]. The h i p - r o o f e d Wheeler Homestead at 
382-392 F l a i n f i e l d Road dates t o the Federal p e r i o d : i t s neighbor across t h e s t r e e t a t 
#415, the Alvah Wheeler House, i s r a r e i n Concord as a Greek Revival house w i t h 
f u l l - h e i g h t s i d e colonnade. La t e r houses i n c l u d e two well-preserved l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h -
and e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y "gable-ends" a t 1451 and 1535 Sudbury Road, and two boarding 
houses of the t u r n of t h e century a t 350 and 371 P l a i n f i e l d Road. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

The area i n the southwest p a r t of Concord c a l l e d "Nine Acre Corner" grew over the course 
of two c e n t u r i e s from Peter Bulkeley's nine-acre meadow t o encompass n e a r l y t h e e n t i r e 
southwest quadrant of the town. The o r i g i n a l meadow was probably a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n of 
today's Sudbury Road and Old Road t o Nine Acre Corner, ( t h e l a t t e r l a i d out i n 1867. on 
the orders of Town Meeting, by George Wheeler, who was a l s o an o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r . ) 
George Wheeler, who already had acquired a s u b s t a n t i a l acreage i n the south q u a r t e r 
d u r i n g the town's "second d i v i s i o n " of land i n 1653, subsequently bought Bulkeley's 
land, adding i t t o what e v e n t u a l l y became one of Concord's l a r g e s t a g r i c u l t u r a l areas, 
much of i t owned by members and descendants of the l a r g e Wheeler f a m i l y f o r over t h r e e 
hundred years. By 1880, s i x l a r g e farms were l o c a t e d i n the area, a l l owned by Wheeler 
r e l a t i o n s . 

The wide r e p u t a t i o n of Nine Acre Comer by 1900 as a market-gardening and greenhouse 
r e g i o n was l a r g e l y due t o the e f f o r t s of Anson Wheeler, who i n 1890 was the f i r s t t o 
b u i l d greenhouses here on h i s 200-acre farm, and t h e f i r s t i n Middlesex County t o 
produce cucumbers under glass. By 1904 he had f i v e l a r g e greenhouses, (out of an 
eventual ten.) Frank Wheeler a l s o had f i v e , and Samuel L u f k i n , who began growing under 
glass on Sudbury Road i n 1903. had t h r e e . Besides cucumbers, tomatoes, m i n t , rhubarb 
and radishes were a l s o grown under g l a s s , l ^ o n j ^ ) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps and a t l a s e s : 1830, 1852, 1856, 1871, : 
G a r r e l i c k and B a i l e y . Concord i n the Days o 
Ricnardson, Concord Chronicle." 

1875, 1889. 1906. 
>f Strawberries and S t r e e t c a r s . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e o f the S e c r e t a r y , Boston 

M A T 
Canmunity: Form No: 

CONCORD AT 

P r o p e r t y Name: Nine Acre Corner 

I n d i c a t e each i t e m on i n v e n t o r y f o r m which i s b e i n g c o n t i n u e d below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

3y the e a r l y 1900's Anson Wheeler employed up t o 25 farmhands, ana had b u i l t two 
boarding houses, a t 350 and 371 P l a i n f i e l d Road, t o house h i s employees. During World 
War I I t h e farms here, as was t h e case throughout t h e area, were worked by German 
pr i s o n e r s of war housed at F o r t Devens. 

3y the middle of the t w e n t i e t h century, however, a combination of c o m p e t i t i o n , low 
market p r i c e s , and r i s i n g taxes had begun t o reduce the farmland, and i n the I960's much 
of the Wheeler f a m i l y acreage was s o l d f o r the development of the Anson, Raymond, Alden, 
Paul Revere. Peter Buikeley, and Longfellow Road r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

A few working farms s t i l l s u r v i v e here, however. The V e r r i l l Farm, i t s farmstead s t i l l 
l o c a t e d i n the Alvah Wheeler house a t 415 P l a i n f i e l d Road, continues the Nine Acre 
Comer t r a d i t i o n w i t h b oth market-gardening and the county's l a r g e s t herd of r e g i s t e r e d 
H o l s t e i n s producing m i l k f o r wholesale buyers. While h i s predecessors once employed 
farmhands n e w l y - a r r i v e d from I r e l a n d . I t a l y , or Scandinavia, the f i e l d s are now worked 
by Puerto-Rican farmhands, or r e c e n t l y - i r r m i g r a t e d Cambodians. The Brigham and Taranto 
f a m i l y c u l t i v a t e smaller acreages f o r vegetable growing. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY, cont. 

Wheeler House F i l e . 
Marian Wheeler: p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n . 
Shattuck. 
J a r v i s . 
Scudder. 
Swayne 
G a r r e l i c k . "Oral H i s t o r y Tapes." 
Walcott. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET CONCORD 

Nine Acre Corner 

AREAK̂ : NINE ACRE CORNER AREA DATA SHEET 

Name: most p r o p e r t y names r e f e r t o owners i n 1830, 1852, 1856, 1875, and/or 1889. 

Degree of I n t e g r i t y : E x c e l l e n t = i n t a c t , u n a l t e r e d ; Good=minor a l t e r a t i o n s o n l y ; 
f a i r = a l t e r a t i o n s such as s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g , replacement windows/doors, or minor changes i n 
form; Alt.=many a l t e r a t i o n s , i n t e g r i t y g r e a t l y diminished. 

An a s t e r i s k [ *] i n d i c a t e s t h a t a p r o p e r t y i s a l s o covered on an i n d i v i d u a l or small group 
form. 

Degree of 
MHC/Map # S t r e e t address D e s c r i p t i o n Name Approx. date i n t e g r i t y 

F i t c h b u r g Turnpike 

'82 F i t c h b u r g Tpke. 

94 F i t c h b u r g Tpke. 

Greek Revival 

Col. Revival 
v. < 

Q.Q? 148/154 F i t c h b u r g Tpke. Col. Revival 

- j 7.S '170 F i t c h b u r g Tpke. Greek Revival 

Af *350 F i t c h b u r g Tpke. Second Period 

19th C. good 

ca. 1905 good 

ca. 1900 good 

mid-19th C. good 

F. & N. Wheeler Hse. 1770's good 

P l a i n f i e l d Road 

eg- j 350 P l a i n f i e l d Rd. 

—1 <g 371 P l a i n f i e l d Rd. 

"7^3 378 P l a i n f i e l d Rd. 

Aj £L\ *382-392 P l a i n f i e l d Rd. Federal 

H *415 P l a i n f i e l d Rd. Greek Revival 

Powde^mill Road 

C^Xj |"7 *20 Powdermi 11 Rd. 

Wheeler Boarding House ca. 1900 good 

Wheeler Boarding House ca. 1900 good 

Raymond Wheeler House 1910 good 

Wheeler Homestead 1816 

Joel/Alvan Wheeler House mid-19th C. 
good 

Parkman Tavern l a t e 17th C. good 



Sudbury Road 
L u A-s-VzJvs-hcL 
H I W> TL284 Sudbury Rd. Creole Revival i j k l e r tiDUse. 

*1367 Sudbury Rd. Federal ( 4 - t g . w * ^ C o n a n t House 

^ *1451 Sudbury Rd. Col. Revival L u f k i n House 

*1535 Sudbury Rd. vernac. Q. Anne 
*157i Sudbury Rd. Federal M i l e s House 

18th C. a l t , 

o a r l y 19th C-. good 

ca. 1890's good 

ca. 1870 ^oa\ 

e a r l y 19th C. a l t . 

•r 

c c 
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