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Follow Massachuset* Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION O see continuation sheet o .
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

These two houses represent well-preserved versions of two of the more unusual types
of houses found in Concord. #537 is one of only a few examples of the hip-roofed
early-twentieth-century bungalow with veranda under the main roof on the facade and
both sides, and the only one in brick. (See #247 Nashoba Road for a shingled
example.) A hip-roofed shingled dormer over the facade also has deeply-overhanging
eaves. The main windows are casements; an exterior chimney rises from the south
side. #540 is a long, low gambrel-roofed three-bay Colonial Revival cottage with a
.pair of ridge chimneys. The distinctive flare at the eaves is indicative of the
"Dutch Colonial” style that was just beginning to appear in its early phase in the
1890's. It has shingled siding, 6-over-6-sash windows with vertical-board shutters,
and three shed-roofed dormers over the facade.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [ see continuation sheet .
Explain bistorical development of the area. Discuss bow this area relates to the bistorical development of the commu-

nity.

Partly as a result of the ongoing house construction in the vicinity of the new
Hubbard Street, Thoreau Street was extended south to Walden Street from its former
terminus at Sudbury Road in 1873. No houses were built on the new section, however,
for many years. Residential construction began in the 1880's on both sides of the
street near the Emerson Playground to the northwest, but the southeast end, more
remote from the depot and town center, remained open until these two houses were
built, the first in 1894, the second early in this century. As such, the area is
typical of the way some of Concord's former farmland evolved at the transition to
the early modern period.

#540, which originally had a Walden Street address, was built for William

Chisholm. He was a carpenter, and may have constructed the house himself. #537
was built for a member of the Buckley family, probably in about 1915 on part of

the farm that William Buckley had owned at 440 Walden Street since ca. 1894. Early
in this century the Buckleys acquired #540 Thoreau as well, and owned all three
houses for many years.

B'BLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ see continuation sheet

a

Town assessor's records.
Interview with Richard O'Connor, Thoreau Lyceum. 1992.
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Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register
Criteria Statement form.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property
CONCORD 537, 540 Thoreau St.
Massachusetts Historical Commission Area(s) Form No.
80 Boylston Street
y A7 |B25182¢

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

AREA DATA SHEET
MHC #/ Address description date condition
Parcel #

/515 537 Thoreau Street - Brick Bungalow with overhanging ca. 1915 excellent
H10-218 roof supported on heavy brick posts;
veranda on three sides.

1826 540 Thoreau Street - Colonial Revival cottage 1894 good
H11-292 Wood shingle.
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