
 

Inventory No: CON.BE   

Historic Name: Lexington Road Area II

Common Name:

Address:

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: East Concord Center

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Residential District

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Community Planning

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on:   Friday, October 23, 2020 at 11:36 AM

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


FORM A - AREA 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston. Massachusetts QZHUir 

Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 

H9-28 CONCORD 

CONCORD 

iahborhood or village) 
6 east Concbrd Cent 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

er 

^ 4 b / 2 4 y Lexington Road 
255 Lexington Road 

N • A c a - 1716-early tion Dates or Period 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 

sions and Alterations. 3-car 

garage t o northwest 

Sketch Map ((Of*. /06¥) 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

less than one acre 
Acreage 

A. Forbes 
Recorded hyr-a^ar'-h by Ann and Dick Forr-ar^-

f o r Concord H i s t o r . Cortm. 
Organization — 

Date (month/day/year) 
June, 1992 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commit, <on Survey Manual ml 
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AREA FORM < V 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

The two b u i l d i n g s on t h i s p r o p e r t y are a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t not j u s t f o r 
t h e i r venerable age, but a l s o as r a r e s u r v i v o r s of a house/shop arrangement t h a t was 
once prevalent along t h e s e c t i o n of Lexington Road east of Cambridge Turnpike. (See 
#s 555 and 561 Lexington Road f o r a much l a t e r house and shop.) 

The house, which dates back t o ca. 1716, i s a F i r s t Period 2 1/2-story, 
one-room-deep center-chimney s t r u c t u r e w i t h an asymmetrical four-bay facade. I t has 
a complex two-story rear wing which i s p o s i t i o n e d p a r a l l e l t o the main house on the 
west end, and cross-gabled on the east, where i t overlaps t h e f r o n t s e c t i o n by one 
bay. The house i s sheathed w i t h wood clapboards and s h i n g l e s (on t h e west end;) i t s 
f i e l d s t o n e foundation i s today faced w i t h b r i c k . The windows are 12-over-12-sash 
replacements and 6-over-6-sash; those on the main house r e t a i n p r o j e c t i n g , molded 
frames t y p i c a l of the ei g h t e e n t h century. The main e n t r y has a replacement 6-panel 
door w i t h b u l l s - e y e glass i n t h e top two panels, and a surround of recessed-paneled 
p i l a s t e r s w i t h h i g h f l u t e d and f l a r e d c a p i t a l s i n t h e e n t a b l a t u r e , which i s topped 
by a p l a i n , p r o j e c t i n g l i n t e l . (Cont.) 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the co; 
nity. 

Much confusion e x i s t s among the a v a i l a b l e documents as t o the e a r l y ownership of 
t h i s p r o p e r t y . According t o Keyes, Tolman, and Ruth Wheeler, the house was b u i l t 
about 1716 by farmer and shoemaker Benjamin Barron on the o r i g i n a l house l o t of 
W i l l i a m Baker and h i s son, Thomas. (According t o J a r v i s , however, Benjamin Barron 
l i v e d i n the " o l d Dutch House" which was demolished before 1885.) I t i s l i k e l y t h a t 
the former t h r e e are c o r r e c t , however. Benjamin Barron, who d i e d i n 1754, i s known 
as the owner of Concord's best-known slave, John Jack, who bought h i s freedom from 
h i s master by 1761, two decades before s l a v e r y was abolished i n Massachusetts. He 
was immortalized a f t e r h i s death i n 1773 by one of the most famous epitaphs i n 

| America. W r i t t e n by Daniel B l i s s , J r . , i t was a st r o n g a n t i - s l a v e r y statement t h a t 
» was taken up again d u r i n g t h e a b o l i t i o n i s t movement of the n i n e t e e n t h century. 
» Benjamin Barron was sur v i v e d here by h i s widow E l i z a b e t h , and by t h e i r daughter 

Susanna Barron who s o l d the house i n 1762, the w e s t e r l y h a l f t o Thomas Thompson 
and the e a s t e r l y h a l f t o "the widow Knowlton." (Cont.) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

Maps, a t l a s e s : 1830, 1852, 1856, ca. 1871, 1875, 1889, 1893, 1906. Sanborns 
from 1927. 

Keyes/Tolman "Houses i n Concord." 1885; rev. 1915 and 1920's. 
J a r v i s , "Houses and People i n Concord." 1882. 
Wheeler, Ruth. "Our American M i l e . " 
Owners' records. 
Wheeler House F i l e #L15. _ 
Town D i r e c t o r i e s and ta x l i s t s . (Cont.) 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement form. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Comnnunity Property 

CONCORD 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 BoyIston S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
A second e n t r y i n a v e s t i b u l e on the west end has a nineteenth-century 6-panel door w i t h 
a p p l i e d moldings. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m includes narrow corner boards an an unmolded, 
boxed cornice. 

I n the yard j u s t east of the house i s one of Concord's most unusual u t i l i t a r i a n 
b u i l d i n g s , now a residence a t #255. I t i s a t a l l narrow b u i l d i n g of 2 1/ 2 - s t o r i e s , 
f a c i n g gable-end t o the s t r e e t . The f i r s t s t o r y i s b r i c k , the r e s t i s clapboarded. 
Much of t h e b u i l d i n g was probably a l t e r e d d u r i n g f o r i t s conversion t o a tea room e a r l y 
i n t h i s century, but i t r e t a i n s i t s general u t i l i t a r i a n form and character. The 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m c o n s i s t s of p l a i n , narrow cornerboards and a molded, boxed cornice. 
The facade i s a non-symmetrical three-bay arrangement, w i t h a 20th-century replacement 
door a t both f i r s t and second-story l e v e l s . To the east of t h e main e n t r y i s a 
m u l t i - l i g h t - s a s h d i s p l a y window; other windows are small 6-over-6-sash. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
I n 1767 t h e w e s t e r l y h a l f was bought by Peter Holden and the e a s t e r l y h a l f by Thomas 
Munroe, who may have b u i l t and s t a r t e d t h e bake shop. He subsequently s o l d h i s p a r t t o 
Henry P r i c e . According t o some sources, Susanna Barron occupied p a r t of the house 
u n t i l her death i n 1784. 

By some time e a r l y i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h century t h e p r o p e r t y was acquired by Ephraim 
P o t t e r I I I (1784-1826.) He had a bakery i n the b u i l d i n g a t #255 beside the house. His 
widow married Richard Messer, a woodworker from Boston, and continued t o l i v e here. 
Their son George Messer i s shown as the owner by 1875, and apparently owned the house, 
at l e a s t , u n t i l h i s death i n 1909. (The map of 1875 shows the bake shop as the p r o p e r t y 
of J.B. Moore.) During George Messer's time h a l f the house was rented t o a Miss 
Sawyer, a dressmaker. George Messer was a manufacturer i n Boston, and l e f t money t o t h e 
town f o r a memorial t o Capt. John B u t t r i c k , which i s located a t the Corner of L i b e r t y 
S t r e e t a t the spot where Capt. B u t t r i c k r a l l i e d t h e minutemen p r i o r t o the "Concord 
F i g h t " of 1775. 

The e n t i r e p r o p e r t y subsequently came under the ownership of George Albree of 299 
Lexington Road, and was occupied f o r a time by the foreman of h i s farm ( t h e former Moore 
Farm.) I n 1916 t h e tenants were the Misses Grace and Roma Newman, who opened the Green 
Arbor Tea Room, the f i r s t i n Concord t o c a t e r t o the automobile t r a d e , i n t h e former 
bake shop. A f t e r they d i e d i n t h e e a r l y 1920's, the p r o p e r t y was b r i e f l y owned by a 
Miss Davidson, and then s o l d t o James Baker of L i n c o l n . I n 1939 i t was bought by 
W i n i f r e d L. (Mrs. Harry P.) Sturdy of Harvard, and Mrs. Adams Tolman ( f o r m e r l y of #261 
Lexington Road) l i v e d here d u r i n g her l a s t years. The next owner was a Miss Wilson, 
who rented the shop t o the Misses Edna and Louise Stimson. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY, cont. 
Tolman. "John Jack the Slave and Daniel B l i s s t h e Tory." 1901-2. 
Concord V i t a l Records. 

Barron House 
and P o t t e r Bake shop 
Area(s) Form No. 



CON- B < r 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Cormvission 
80 BoyIston S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Comnunity Property 

CONCORD Barron House 
and P o t t e r Bake shop 
Area(s) Form No. 

AREA DATA SHEET 
( A s t e r i s k i n d i c a t e s p r o p e r t y i s covered on an i n d i v i d u a l form) 

MHC #/ Address name, d e s c r i p t i o n 
Parcel # 

/0. 245/249 Lexington Road - Barron/Potter/Messer House, ca. 1716. 
H9-28 — 2 1/2-story F i r s t Period house w i t h l a t e r a d d i t i o n s . 

A l t e r a t i o n s : some sash and door replacement; 19th-century east 
porch replaced by 1-story sunroom; o r i e l bay window on east 
s i d e of rear wing. 

fQ-S'^ 255 Lexington Road - ca. 1767 or e a r l y 19th-C. Bake Shop; 
e a r l y 20th C. Green Arbor Tea Room 
— n a r r o w 2 1/2-story u t i l i t a r i a n , gable-end b u i l d i n g . 
A l t e r a t i o n s : e x t e r i o r chimneys on east and west; window and 
door replacement, probably rearrangement. 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 

M A C R I S No. COfO-^ 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Community 
CONCORD 

C0*i> 

Property Address 
245-255 Lexington 

Road 

Area(s) FormNo. 
3. I OS 'S , \ass~ 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

E. Individually eligible • Eligible only in a historic district 
E9, Contributing to a potential historic district • Potential historic district 

Criteria: & - A • B 0 C • D 

Criteria Considerations: • A • B D C • D • E • F • G 

Anne McCarthy Forbes 
Statement of Significance by. 

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

For i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h both the Barron f a m i l y and th e slave John Jack, t h i s p r o p e r t y 
meets the c r i t e r i a f o r i n d i v i d u a l l i s t i n g on the National Register. I t i s also e l i g i b l e 
as p a r t of a Nation a l Register D i s t r i c t of well-preserved eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century residences on Lexington Road. I t possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . 

file:///ass~


FORM B - STRUCTURE, SURVEY 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

1. Is this s t ructure h i s to r i ca l ly significant to: 
Town Commonwealth Nation 

Structure has histor-ical connection wi th the 
fol lowing themes: (See also reverse side) 

4 2 

Name 

Or ig ina l Use 

Present Use 

Agr i cu l t u r e 
Arch i tec ture 
Ar t /Scu lp ture 
Education 
Government 
L i t e ra tu re 
Music 

C ommerce / lndus t ry 
Science/Invention 
Trave l /Communica t ion 
M i l i t a r y Af fa i r s 
Religion/Philosophy 
Indians 
Development of Town/Ci ty 

Present Owner ^-r-, y o . G 

Date C . VJllo Style 

Source of Date QLuul UxJU. |> 10. 

Arch i tec t 

3. CONDITION: (EjEceTIe!t$, Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved Al t e red 

IMPORTANCE of site to area: (Grea3T)Little None SITE endangered by_ 

4. DESCRIPTION 

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High R e g u l a r / L o w Mate r i a l : 

W A L L COVER: Wood , . .. . .- A ,. 

STORIES: 1 2/3 4 CHIMNEYS: i 2 3 4 (Center End Cluster Elaborate I r r egu l a r 

B r i c k Stone Other 

ATTACHMENTS: W i n g s ^ E l l Shed Dependency £ jsTfliu* 5 L ^ ^ U e l ( t O ) Simple/Complex 

PORCHES: Q 2 3 4 Por t ico Balcony g" s'xAa. Recessed 

ROOF: 'Ridge Gambrel F la t Hip Mansard 
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 

FACADE: Gable End: Front/Side Symmet r i ca l /Asymmet r i ca l Simple/Complex Ornament 

Entrance: . Front/Side Centered Double Features: 

Windows: Spacing: Regu la r / i r r egu la r Iden t ica l /Var ied 

Corners: P la in Pi las ters Quoins Obscured 

OUTBUILDINGS 
— 

LANDSCAPING 

5. indicate location of s t ructure on map below 6. Footage of s t ructure f r o m street S0 
•v Proper ty has feet frontage on street 

Recorder_ 

For 

P h o t o T ^ V 

NOTE: Recorder should obtain wr i t t en permiss ion f r o m Commission or sponsoring organ i ­
zation before using this f o r m . (See Reverse Side) 

FORM - MHCB - 1 0M-6-66-943017 - 3 
3 



FOR USE W I T H IMPORTANT STRUCTURES (Indicate any in t e r io r features of note) 

Fireplace 

Stairway 

Other 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate 
on theme c i r c l ed on front of form) 

1** 

• • i l l r ] a ~? I 

REFERENCE (Where was this information obtained? What book, records , e tc . ) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Or ig ina l Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number Page Regis t ry of Deeds 

i 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 

M A C R I S No. 


