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FORM A - AREA 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad 
C6M 3P 

Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 

1-7 CONCORD 

Town CONCORD 

ighborhood or village) 
East Quarter 

Area 

[Use_ 

Bedford Street". 
—51jg~5£gT 

i e v i d e n t i a l 

(ction Dates or Period ^ _ 1 9 Q 0 m o 

Condition 
f a i r 

Intrusions and Alterations 
modern houses on south s ide 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

ca. 4.5 acres 

Recorded by A. Forhps 

Organization fnr rnnmrH aisttxc r-nmrn 

Date (month/day/year) June, 199? 

Follow Massachusetl 

557, S(o3 £ > < z d f W $\iQ&t Cfopi. 
orical Commission Survey Manual instructions for ^mpletmg this form. ^ j Q y 



i . . . . Cov.Vf 

AREA FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and^ evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

I n s p i t e of the a l t e r e d c o n d i t i o n of most of these l i t t l e houses, the row of 
b u i l d i n g s on the northwest s ide of Bedford Street j u s t beyond S t . Bernard 's Cemetery 
i s s t i l l a good i l l u s t r a t i o n of one type of smal l t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y neighborhood 
tha t grew up along Bedford St ree t a f t e r the s t r e e t c a r came th rough . Five of the s i x 
houses here are a l l of one type—the two-bay cot tage w i t h the gable end fac ing the 
s t r e e t . #517/519 i s two-s to ry ( p o s s i b l y r a i sed i n t h i s cen tu ry ) w i t h pa i red 
windows, whi le #s 523-557 are a l l 1 1 /2 - s to ry , w i t h a s i n g l e window beside the door 
and i n the facade gable . Two houses, #s 533 and 543 r e t a i n t h e i r e l a b o r a t e l y -
bracketed door hoods, and 523 and 533 s t i l l have t h e i r glass-and-panel doors, 
windows here are a mix of 2-over-2-sash, 6 - o v e r - 6 ' s , and at #557, which may have 
been b u i l t a few years a f t e r the four to the west, 6-over l ' s . At the eastern end 
of the group i s an even l a t e r house, a long sh ing led bungalow, probably da t i ng to 
ca. 1926, 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the commu­
nity. 

This l i n e of houses was b u i l t on a row of h a l f - a c r e l o t s e v i d e n t l y d i v i d e d out from 
e i t h e r the McGrath of Prescot t farm s h o r t l y a f t e r the s t r e e t c a r l i n e was b u i l t down 
Bedford St ree t at the t u r n of the cen tu ry . I t i s poss ib le tha t at l eas t the f i r s t 
houses were b u i l t by Charles U. Prescott, who i s shown as owner of four b u i l d i n g s 
i n t h i s l o c a t i o n i n 1906; i t i s not known whether he so ld them or rented them out t o 
t enan t s . Charles Prescott had a l a rge asparagus farm along t h i s s e c t i o n of the road 
through much of the f i r s t pa r t of t h i s cen tu ry . At one t ime the government set up 
an exper imenta l s t a t i o n to determine the cause and treatment of asparagus r u s t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

Keyes/Tolman. 
naps and a t l a s e s : 1906. 
Town assessor 's r ecords . 
Town d i r e c t o r i e s . 
Concord i n the Days of S t r awber r i e s and S t r e e t c a r s . 
Concord Oral H i s t o r y Tapes. 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement form. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property 

CONCORD 517-557 Bedford S t ree t 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Area(s) Form No. 
6P ftD-jk 

MHC #/ 
Parcel # 

17-1186 

17-1185 

17-1184 

17-1183 

17-1182 

17-1181 

Address 
AREA DATA SHEET 

d e s c r i p t i o n 

517/519 Bedford Street - a l t e r e d vernac. gable-end 
2 - s t o r i e s ; c lapboard . Long 
extens ion on east s i d e . 

523 Bedford Street 

533 Bedford St ree t 

543 Bedford St ree t 

vernacular gable-end cot tage 
Sh ing le ; f i e l d s t o n e founda t ion . 

date 

1900-1910 

1900-1910 

vernacular gable-end cot tage 1900-1910 
Sh ing le ; r u b b l e / f i e l d s t o n e founda t ion . 
Bracketed door hood. 

vernacular gable-end cot tage 1900-1910 
Syn the t i c s i d i n g ; r u b b l e / f i e l d s t o n e 
founda t ion . Bracketed door hood 

557 Bedford St ree t - vernacular gable-end cot tage 1900-1910 
Syn the t i c s i d i n g ; r u b b l e / f i e l d s t o n e 
founda t ion . 

565 (563) Bedford Street - Craftsman bungalow 
Sh ing le ; rubble founda t ion . 

ca. 1920 

c o n d i t i o n 

f a i r 

f a i r 

f a i r 

f a i r 

f a i r 

f a i r 

i 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 
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