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AREA FORM ( ( 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

The r e s i d e n t i a l area on the south s i d e of Bedford S t r e e t opposite the eastern s e c t i o n o f 
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery i s one of Concord's most i n t a c t small neighborhoods of the second 
h a l f of the n i n e t e e n t h century. Located here are e i g h t modest, s i m p l y - d e t a i l e d , 
p i t c h - r o o f e d vernacular V i c t o r i a n houses. I n s p i t e of some a d d i t i o n s over the years, 
n e a r l y a l l i n a good s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n . S t y l i s t i c a l l y , they cover the f u l l 
h a l f - c e n t u r y range from the simple late-1850's 2-story t h r e e - by one-bay house a t 
#208, w i t h i t s 6-over-6 windows and near absence of a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m , t o a la r g e 
Queen Anne gable-end 2 1/2-story clapboard house w i t h s h i n g l e d gables a t #248. 

Three houses of the group, #s 210, 214, and 222, are small two-bay gable-end 
b u i l d i n g s , probably b u i l t d u r i n g the 1870's and '80's. They have the b r i c k foundations, 
narrow board t r i m and 2-over-2-sash windows t y p i c a l of those years. #220, l i k e #208 a 
a t h r e e - by one-bay p i t c h - r o o f e d house, stands sideways t o the s t r e e t tucked i n between 
i t s neighbors. The most unusual house of the group i s #236, a 2-story three-bay house 
w i t h a l a r g e through-cornice facade gable. B u i l t i n 1883 by carpenter M a r t i n Powers, 
who adorned i t w i t h s o l i d brackets, s c a l l o p e d - s h i n g l e s k i r t i n g , banding i n the gables 
and sawcut and v e r t i c a l - b o a r d t r i m a t t h e eaves, i t i s a showcase f o r i t s owner's 
s k i l l s . (Cont.) 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the commu­
nity. 

I n the 1850's Henry David Thoreau l a i d out the l i n e of a new road connecting Concord 
. center w i t h the o l d road t o Bedford. He may have been working f o r Samuel Staples who 
planned t o develop r e a l e s t a t e a t the f o o t of the new road, which was t o be c a l l e d 
Bedford S t r e e t , ( a l s o c a l l e d , a t l e a s t i n f o r m a l l y , t h e "new" Bedford Road.) By 1852 
several houses were standing on the e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n west of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Court 
Lane. As i t turned out, no l o t s were s o l d f o r new houses on the n o r t h s i d e of the lower 
s e c t i o n , however. Instead, i n 1856 the town created a new cemetery t h e r e , east of the 
1823 "New" H i l l Burying Ground, on the s i t e of the former Middlesex County Fairgrounds, 
c a l l i n g i t Sleepy Hollow Cemetery a f t e r t h e o l d name f o r the f a i r g r o u n d s . I n 1865 and 
1868, t h e town acquired the land between the new and o l d , j o i n i n g the two sect i o n s t o 
form one long cemetery s t r e t c h i n g east from Court Lane t o the edge of the Great 
Meadows. 
On the south s i d e of Bedford S t r e e t opposite t h e cemetery newly-arrived I r i s h immigrants 
began b u i l d i n g modest houses. Perhaps they chose Bedford S t r e e t because i t was w i t h i n 
walking d i s t a n c e of St. Bernard's C a t h o l i c Church [NR], which was founded on Monument 
Square a t the f o o t of the s t r e e t i n 1864. I n any case, the area was soon a t h r i v i n g 
neighborhood of carpenters, masons, p a i n t e r s , coachmen, dressmakers, and other laborers 
and craftsmen. (Cont.) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

I n t e r v i e w s w i t h owners and neighbors, 1991. 
Maps and a t l a s e s : 1856, ca. 1871, 1875. 
Town D i r e c t o r i e s . 
Richardson. Concord Chronicle. 
G a r r e l i c k and B a i l e y , Concord i n the Days of Strawberries and St r e e t c a r s . 
Middlesex R e g i s t r y of Deeds. 
Keyes/Tolman. 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement form. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
The next known r e s i d e n t s of t h e p r o p e r t y were the Feehan f a m i l y , who l i v e d t h e r e u n t i l 
the l a t e 1920's. Michael Feehan, the owner, was a teamster and a jobber. At l e a s t 
f o u r other male Feehans, one of whom was a policeman, are l i s t e d as l i v i n g here a t one 
time. 

#220 - This l i t t l e house was apparently b u i l t between 1890 and 1900. I t was 
occupied, a t l e a s t , by Bernard C u l k i n ( s ) as a young man (see #148 Bedford S t r e e t . ) He 
was a coachman a t t h a t time, and i t probably belonged t o h i s f a t h e r Michael C u l k i n , 
coachman f o r the Emerson f a m i l y . Two other C u l k i n sons, John and Michael a l s o l i v e d 
here. 

#222 - This house was also probably b u i l t i n t h e 1890*s. By 1913, Mrs. Mary 
Rooney, widow of M a r t i n Rooney, owned the p r o p e r t y . A f t e r her death her son Michael 
Rooney, a carpenter, owned the house. 

#236 - Keyes says t h i s house was b u i l t by M a r t i n Powers, an I r i s h carpenter, i n 
1883. He remained here u n t i l a t l e a s t 1913. Other f a m i l y members who l i v e d here over 
the years i n c l u d e d Thomas (a mailman), Margaret (a piano t e a c h e r ) , and Catherine (an 
o r g a n i s t ) . Some time a f t e r 1913 t h e house was bought by W i l l i a m Dee. He was a 
mailman, and a cousin of one of Concord's most prominent I r i s h immigrants, Joseph Dee. 
W i l l i a m had boarded here w i t h the Powers since 1906. 

#s 248 and 264 - Records are confusing on these two houses. Keyes says t h a t the 
f i r s t house a t #248 was b u i l t by James Fi n i g a n i n 1875, apparently out of an o l d 
schoolhouse, and t h a t he then b u i l t #264 next door sometime before 1885. Tolman says 
t h a t a new d w e l l i n g was b u i l t " l a t e r " a t #248 and the school was used as a shed. 
Judging from t h e s t y l e s and foundations, however, both houses probably date t o a t l e a s t 
1890. I n any case, t h i s i s another incidence, l i k e t h e Grimes, of an immigrant f a m i l y 
prospering i n Concord and moving up t o a bigger house but keeping the o l d one f o r 
f a m i l y members. James Fin i g a n worked f o r A.P. Chamberlain. 

Finigans are l i s t e d a t both #248 and 264 through t h e 1929 Concord D i r e c t o r y . Among 
them were f i v e sons—John and M a r t i n ( b o t h c l e r k s ) , James, and Thomas (a carpenter.) 
By 1906 the e l d e r James Fi n i g a n was dead and h i s widow Catherine l i v e d here w i t h her 
c h i l d r e n . #248 passed t o Michael F i n i g a n , a p o s t a l c l e r k , but h i s b r o t h e r s John and 
M a r t i n , along w i t h s i s t e r Mary, s t i l l l i v e d here, as w e l l . By 1921 some of the sons 
had e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r own businesses. John ran a t o u r i s t s ' l i v e r y and boarding s t a b l e 
on Bedford S t r e e t , and l a t e r became a r e a l e s t a t e broker. M a r t i n owned a men's 
c l o t h i n g s t o r e . (Both M a r t i n and Michael were a l s o v o l u n t e e r firemen, [see photo, p. 
20, i n Strawberries and S t r e e t c a r s . ] ) #264 became the p r o p e r t y of son James Fi n i g a n , 
( l i s t e d as a coachman, l a t e r a c l e r k , ) and h i s w i f e Mary. A s i s t e r , Catherine, who was 
a teacher, l i v e d t h e r e , as w e l l . I n 1899, the "Finigan b r o t h e r s " bought John Raymond's 
market i n the center of town. (Cont.) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
The most a l t e r e d house, #264, i s a t i n y 1 1/2-story gable-end grown t o a complex form 
by the a d d i t i o n s of e l l s , gables, and a p r o j e c t i n g bay on the west s i d e . I t i s the 
only one of the e i g h t , however, t o r e t a i n i t s l a t e - V i c t o r i a n , turned-column veranda. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
Although the I r i s h immigrants i n the Davis/Bedford Court neighborhood t o the west were 
succeeded by I t a l i a n s , t h i s s e c t i o n of Bedford S t r e e t remained s o l i d l y Irish-American, 
w i t h a s c a t t e r i n g of other n a t i o n a l i t i e s , w e l l i n t o the t w e n t i e t h century. 

Most of the houses b u i l t here i n the 1870's, '80's and '90's were modest, V i c t o r i a n 
vernacular s t r u c t u r e s , simple and f u n c t i o n a l , but neat.* John Keyes, d e s c r i b i n g the 
neighborhood i n 1885, notes t h a t many of the r e s i d e n t s p l a n t e d p r e t t y gardens outside 
t h e i r houses. 

By 1900 Bedford S t r e e t had become a major through-route. At the t u r n of the century, 
t r a c k f o r t h e Lexington and Boston e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y l i n e was l a i d along Bedford S t r e e t 
t o the center, where i t connected w i t h t h e Maynard and Hudson l i n e . The s t r e e t c a r ran 
from Concord t o Lexington and p o i n t s east u n t i l about 1925. 

#s 208 and 210 - shown on maps by 1856, #208 was b u i l t i n t h e 1850's by B r i a n 
McDonough. One of the f i r s t houses b u i l t on the newly l a i d - o u t Bedford S t r e e t , i t 
f i r s t stood close t o the road, where #210 i s now. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , tragedy b e f e l l the 
McDonoughs. Keyes r e p o r t s t h a t h i s B r i a n Mcdonough's son was shot i n the barn out 
back. Ghost s i t i n g s were supposedly so frequent a f t e r w a r d t h a t B r i a n was fo r c e d t o 
move t o C a r l i s l e . The next owner, by 1871, was Dennis Clark, a l s o an Irishman, who 
s o l d i t t o a Mr. Peterson, who then s o l d i t t o an unnamed Norwegian who was the town 
l a m p l i g h t e r f o r a time. 

According t o d i r e c t o r i e s and neighbors' i n f o r m a t i o n , a f a m i l y from Nova Scotia named 
Grimes owned and occupied the p r o p e r t y from a t l e a s t 1896 t o 1929. I t was apparently 
G i l b e r t Grimes, a stonemason, who moved #208 back from the s t r e e t and b u i l t #210 i n 
f r o n t some time i n the l a t e 1880's. He moved h i s immediate f a m i l y i n t o t h e bigger 
house (#210), but r e l a t i v e s such as unmarried s i s t e r s and uncles always l i v e d i n #208. 
G i l b e r t Grimes' masonry s k i l l s are evident i n t h e foundations of both houses. 

#214 - This house was b u i l t between 1871 and 1875 by an I r i s h immigrant named John 
B a t t l e s , a "stone-layer." He added an L-shaped a d d i t i o n p r i o r t o 1885. John di e d 
around 1890, but h i s w i f e and c h i l d r e n continued t o l i v e t h e r e f o r a t l e a s t t e n more 
years. His son, house-painter Bernard B a t t l e s , was i n v o l v e d i n a c t i v i t i e s associated 
w i t h St. Bernard's Church, as w e l l as several a t h l e t i c teams. (Cont.) 

*NOTE: the Atlases of 1889 and 1906, which show no b u i l d i n g s on the south s i d e of 
the s t r e e t opposite Sleepy Hollow, are i n e r r o r . 
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MHC/map # 
Map/parcel # 

Sid i n g , c o n d i t i o n , o u t b u i l d i n g s 

let@£> 2 0 8 B e d f o r d S t r e e t - clapboard; good; 2-car garage. 
' ^ 8 - 8 8 9 

ffoH 2 1 0 B edf° rd St r e e t - clapboard; good; none. 
H8-889 

214 Bedford S t r e e t - clapboard; good; none. 
H8-890 

220 Bedford S t r e e t - s y n t h e t i c shakes; f a i r ; none. 
H8-891 

ffOJ 222 Bedford S t r e e t - clapboard; good; none. 
H8-892 

/ ^ < ^ 236 Bedford S t r e e t - clapboard; f a i r ( l a r g e rear a d d i t i o n ) ; 
H8-893 two garages. 

248 Bedford S t r e e t - clapboard and s h i n g l e ; e x c e l l e n t ; none. 
H'8-894 

jtfl0 264 Bedford S t r e e t - s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g ; f a i r ; garage. 
H8-895 

Approximate date 

1850-56 

l a t e 1880's 

1871-75 

1890*s 

1890*s 

1883 

l a t e 19th century 

l a t e 19th century 

» 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 

M A C R I S N o . LO(\) .*%>S 

VEX) W! 

HV3- lOP 8€bfb£b ST 

11 Q'-f - 210 6£T)rv£y> ST 

DOS- IIH S£DfV^ ST 

U0\>- 22o m)fv££> ST 

/ / o 7 - 222 Bebfp&D ST-



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T -- MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 M A C R I S No. C&M - E C 

20% fkdfer^ Sjred C cm • uos W 75iJp-r/ S-V^i 1/05) 

-git f/i/M ^ . 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T - MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 M A C R I S No. (*0f\)<W 


