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r'ORM A * AREA 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within it. 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space here is not sufficient). 

Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 

6o0 

CONCORD 

of Area (if any) 

Fenn School 

nt Use schnnl 

N l Date or Period l cQ.mHH-9m-h r 

zral Condition e x c e l l e n t 

Acreage 6.5 acres 

A. Forbes Recorded by 

. research by Anne Foley 
Organization far^Hut c a m 

Date July, 1990 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

c 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e grand p l a n f o r a new Co l o n i a l Revival campus t h a t was executed a t i t s 
forerunner, the Middlesex School, the design f o r the much smaller Fenn School was always 
intended t o combine p r e - e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s w i t h new. I n a d d i t i o n , i t i s s a i d t h a t the 
economic u n c e r t a i n t i e s of the depression f o r c e d contingency plans—hence f o r many years 
the b u i l d i n g s were designed so t h a t they could be r e a d i l y s o l d and converted t o houses 
i f the school were t o have t o close. 

Further research w i l l be necessary t o s o r t out the dates and a r c h i t e c t s of t h e var i o u s 
s t r u c t u r e s . I n general, however, today's campus c o n s i s t s of the e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y 
farmstead of Lars Petersen, renovated by W i l l i a m Kussin, ( t h e main farmhouse was moved 
from Monument S t r e e t t o 50 Carr Road i n 1928-9,) a donated boathouse converted t o a 
d i n i n g h a l l , two Georgian Revival s t r u c t u r e s of mid-century, and a l a r g e classroom/gym 
complex of the l a t e - t w e n t i e t h century. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

The Fenn School was founded i n 1928-9 by Roger Fenn, (1895-1988,) a former master a t the 
Middlesex School on Lowell Road, (founded 1901,) who wanted t o e s t a b l i s h a school of a 
s i m i l a r philosophy f o r elementary-age boys. He purchased 5 1/2 acres of t h e former Lars 
Petersen farm on Monument S t r e e t f o r a campus, h i r e d a r c h i t e c t W i l l i a m Kussin t o 
r e l o c a t e and renovate the farmhouse and barn, and opened t h e school w i t h 53 boys j u s t 
before t h e the depression began i n t h e f a l l of 1929. The emphasis on small classes, 
close s t u d e n t - f a c u l t y r e l a t i o n s h i p s , and on f o s t e r i n g a student's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r h i s 
own education formed the basis f o r a school t h a t weathered the i n i t i a l f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s 
and has been successful through the years, growing t o a present enrollment of about 
240. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET CONCORD 

Fenn School , 

AREAD^/\ FENN SCHOOL AREA DATA SHEET 

Degree of I n t e g r i t y ; E x c e l l e n t = i n t a c t , u n a l t e r e d ; Good=ndnor a l t e r a t i o n s only; 
f a i r = a l t e r a t i o n s such as s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g , replacement windows/doors, or minor changes i n 
form; Alt.=many a l t e r a t i o n s , i n t e g r i t y g r e a t l y diminished. 

MHC/Map # Address D e s c r i p t i o n 
Degree of 

H i s t o r i c Name Approx. Date i n t e g r i t y 

^9S 36 Carr Rd. 

<9_£_^ 42 Carr Rd 

c| 50 Carr Rd 
t 

C o l o n i a l Revival Dining H a l l e a r l y 20th C. 

Colo n i a l Revival H a l l I n f i r m a r y e a r l y 20th C. 

Col o n i a l Revival Petersen Farmhouse ca. 1900 

a l t . 

a l t . 

f a i r / a l t . 

516 Monument St. Georgian Revival Thompson H a l l mid-20th C. exc. 

522 Monument St. Georgian Revival Admissions B u i l d i n g mid-20th C. exc. '4£ 
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