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FORM A - AREA Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers i n Area 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 021 

H6 CONCORD &1 

CONCORD 

eighborhood or village) 
Punkatassett H i l l 

f Area 

Use_ 

Russell Robb residence 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

ction Dates or Period 

Condition good 

1902 

Intrusions and Alterations. 
none 

Sketch Map * » W > M J " f c Sfrt^ < £ * llSi) A c r e a g e _ 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual Recorded by 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets Organization 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. Date (month/day/year) 

229,213 sq. f e e t 

A. Forbes 

f o r Concord H i s t o r . Comm. 

June, 1992 

v *a CM 
r 1 

o 

: 
• 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA. FORM ( C 

ARCfflTECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

This i s one of Monument's S t r e e t s several s u r v i v i n g examples of t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y 
country estates. I t i s one of only a few, however, t h a t was a not a renovation of 
an ol d e r farmstead. Today i t c o n s i s t s , as i t d i d i n 1902, of a Coloni a l Revival 
housse i n a landscaped h i l l s i d e s e t t i n g , w i t h an accompanying gardener's 
cottage/garage and s t a b l e , both j u s t northeast of the house, c l o s e r t o the road. 
The house i s a l a r g e 2 1/2-story, five-bay h i p - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g w i t h two si d e wings, 
s l i g h t l y stepped back from t h e f r o n t p l a i n of the main facade. At l e a s t p a r t of one 
of the wings may have been b u i l t when the house was enlarged i n 1914. Two t a l l 
chimneys r i s e from t h e ends of the main r o o f , and th r e e h i p - r o o f e d dormers p i e r c e 
the f r o n t roof plane. At the south end of the house i s a one-story porch, (now 
glassed i n ) . The second-story s e c t i o n above i t and a long pool house t h a t abut i t 
t o the southwest were added i n 1987; a t the same time the n o r t h wing was extended. 

The most dramatic p a r t of the facade i s the center e n t r y , where a la r g e 6-panel door 
i s f l a n k e d by s i d e l i g h t s , topped by a transom, and surrounded by a molded a r c h i t r a v e 
w i t h "ears" reminiscent of Georgian d e t a i l i n g . (Cont.) 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the commu­
nity. Two e a r l i e r houses stood on t h i s p r o p e r t y , one belonging i n t h e eight e e n t h 

century t o the Brown f a m i l y , and a house s a i d t o have been b u i l t i n t h e middle of the 
nin e t e e n t h century by W i l l i a m E l l e r y Channing. I t was l a t e r the home of the Rev. 
Samuel D. Robbins and, from a t l e a s t 1856 t o h i s death i n 1885, Thomas Ford Hunt. 
(See a l s o #53 Monument S t r e e t . ) 

I n 1902 Russell Robb (1864-1927), one of the founders of the engineering f i r m of 
Stone & Webster i n Boston, bought the prope r t y . He t o r e down t h e e x i s t i n g 
farmhouse, and b u i l t the present house 250 f e e t back from the road, w i t h t h e 

* accompanying s t a b l e and garage/gardener's cottage. I n 1891 Russell Robb had j o i n e d 
' w i t h two MIT classmates, Charles Stone and Edwin Webster, t o form the engineering 

company of Stone & Webster. He became a partn e r of the company, which a t f i r s t 
s p e c i a l i z e d i n e l e c t r i c a l engineering, i n 1905. Over t h e years i t became a l a r g e , 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - k n o w n c o r p o r a t i o n , w i t h engineering c o n s t r u c t i o n , management, and 
f i n a n c i a l and economic d i v i s i o n s . I t was inco r p o r a t e d i n 1920, w i t h Russell Robb as 
senior v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , t r e a s u r e r , and a d i r e c t o r . I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s d u t i e s w i t h 
Stone & Webster, Mr. Robb al s o l e c t u r e d on business o r g a n i z a t i o n a t the Harvard 
Business School, was a p r o l i f i c w r i t e r on e l e c t r i c i t y , corporate management, and 
economics, and d i d much t o e s t a b l i s h the American e l e c t r i c l i g h t and power i n d u s t r y 
on a s o l i d f o o t i n g . (Cont.) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • see continuation sheet 

Maps, a t l a s e s : 1906. 
Keyes/Tolman. "Houses i n Concord." 1885; rev. 1915 and 1920's. 
Town D i r e c t o r i e s and t a x l i s t s . 
Memoirs of Members of the Social C i r c l e . S i x t h Series, 1975. 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement form. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SH_*fc CEl f \/f~ Q^orrmunity Property 

JUL 1 5 1993 CONCORD Russell Robb House 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Ccnnrission Area(s) Form No. 
80 Boylston S t r e e t MASS. HIST. COJV1M 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 BY 1131, 1132 

DESCRIPTION, cont. 
As i n the 1899 Charles Francis Adams I I I house on Fairhaven H i l l , here the Georgian 
idiom i s mixed w i t h the C l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l . The e n t r y i s recessed under a pedimented 
e n t a b l a t u r e supported on a p a i r of Doric columns f l a n k e d by p i l a s t e r s embellished w i t h a 
Greek key m o t i f ; the same columns and p i l a s t e r s are repeated i n the porch a t the south 
end of the b u i l d i n g . Other a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r i m i s much more subdued. The cornerboards 
are narrow and unadorned, and the roof eaves are unboxed, and embellished only w i t h 
exporsed r a f t e r ends. Most of the windows are 6-over-6-sash, w i t h molded surrounds. 
9-over-9-sash windows a t the f i r s t s t o r y of the main facade add an a d d i t i o n a l C l a s s i c a l 
Revival element, as do the t r i p o a r t i t e windows on the second s t o r y of the wings. 
The two other b u i l d i n g s on the pro p e r t y are set i n t o t h e h i l l s i d e on prominent 
f i e l d s t o n e foundations. Both are clapboarded, w i t h exposed r a f t e r ends a t the roof 
l i n e . The gardener's (now b u t l e r ' s ) cottage a t #727 Monument St. r e t a i n s i t s 
6-over-6-sash windows and one s i d e l i g h t beside the door. I t i s attached t o a wide, 
one-bay garage. The s t a b l e was a l t e r e d i n 1987 by the a d d i t i o n of a hi p - r o o f e d second 
s t o r y , which houses a garage. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
Mr. Robb married E d i t h Morse of Salem, a cousin of Mrs. Stedman B u t t r i c k , i n 1898. They 
f i r s t l i v e d on Thoreau S t r e e t before b u i l d i n g t h i s house. 

Over the years the Robbs acquired many acres of the surrounding land, i n c l u d i n g much of 
the woodland on the west s i d e of the h i l l (today p a r t of Estabrook Woods,) the former 
Minot P r a t t Farm t o the south a t #635 Monument S t r e e t , and i n about 1920 the former 
W i l l i a m Hunt e s t a t e across the s t r e e t (used f o r several years between 1910 and 1919 f o r 
a s e r i e s of p r i v a t e schools.) 

Russell Robb h e l d many town o f f i c e s , i n c l u d i n g Trustee of Town Donations from 1911-18, 
t r u s t e e of the l i b r a r y from 1912 t o 1927, and School Committee member from 1915-17. He 
was also appointed t o the Committee on Publ i c Safety of Massachusetts i n 1917-18. 

MHC #/ 
Parcel # 

Address 
DATA SHEET 

D e s c r i p t i o n Date Condi t i o n 

BY-1131 
H6-1437-1 

709 Monument S t r e e t C o l o n i a l Revival 1902 
Clapboard; f i e l d s t o n e foundation, 
s l a t e r o o f . 

good 

BY-1132 727 Monument St r e e t - Col o n i a l Revival ca. 1902 
H6-1437-1 Clapboard; f i e l d s t o n e foundation, 

s l a t e r o o f . 

good 
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