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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION &R see continuation sheet o _
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

A cluster of four houses on the west side of Elm Street between Reformatory Circle
and the Acton town line is an eloguent illustration of the way one small

neighborhood developed in response to changes in the surrounding area. Through the
middle of the nineteenth century, in spite of its proximity to the growing mill
village of East Acton, land along this part of Elm Street was all farmland and
woods. The first house here, #1273, was evidently built in the 1880's. It is in
the 2 1/2-story "gable-and-ell" configuration that was typical of houses put up both
in East Acton to the north, and in the Concord Reformatory area to the south, at
that time. The 2-over-2-sash windows and the elaborate Italianate-bracketed door
hood are also typical of the era. No other houses were built in here until the
early part of this century, when two bungalows, #s 1245 and 1287 were

constructed, both possibly by the same builder. Still in a good state of
preservation, their Colonial Revival details, 6-over-6-sash (at #1245) and casement
windows (at #1287), as well as the large fieldstone facade chimney at #1287, are
characteristic of the vernmacular houses of the 1910's-1920's. (Cont.)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (3 see continuation sheet e
Explain bistorical development of the area. Discuss bow this area relates to the bistorical development of the commu-

nity.

These houses occupy a former farm area that by the end of the nineteenth century was
a logical location for small-scale residential development, as it stood on the main
road between the Concord Reformatory to the south, and the village of East Acton,
where there was a small village center and railroad depot, just to the north.

#1273, which may have been standing by 1880, was evidently built for a member of the
Reformatory staff. Officer Frank Garland is listed here by 1896.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ see continuation sheet
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Criteria Statement form.

Maps and atlases: 1906.
Town assessor's records.
Town directories.

Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register
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DESCRIPTION, cont.

#1257 presents another early-twentieth-century house-type that was appearing
throughout Concord by 1930, the little "Cape Cod" cottage. It, too, has an exterior
chimney; the paneled shutters with cut-out designs both here and at #1254 are typical
features of the 1920's and early '30's.

AREA DATA SHEET

MHC #/ Address description date condition
Parcel #

196 1245 Elm Street - Craftsman Bungalow early 20th C. excellent
C7-2005 Wood shakes; concrete foundation.

(197 1257 Elm Street - Cape Cod cottage early 20th C. good
C7-2004 Wood shakes; rubble foundation.

211

ll9g 1273 Elm Street - Vernacular Italianate 2 1/2-story ca. 1880's good

C7-2003 gable-end house

Wood clapboard.
Some window and door replacement;
porches added.

{197 1287 Elm Street - Craftsman Bungalow early 20th C. good
C7-2002 Wood shakes, rubble foundation.
Sun porch added on south end.



MHC INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET -- MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2012 MACRIS No. (5 N - C iﬁ

1205 £l Strect- (- 1176) (28F Elm Strect (N 1)99)

&

2773 [(m%tﬁ (’mw //?x)




