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FORM G - STREETSCAPE AREA FORM NO. 

(CON. W C o N' 

Sketch Map: Draw map of street, clearly 
showing all buildings; Indicate street 
addresses for all buildings; Identify 
intrusions. 
Indicate north. 

x , c r 
Concord 

et Name Elm S t . and Elm Place 

875/77 & 885/87 esses (inclusive) 

Elm S t . ; 19-41 Elm Place 

RIPTION 

leral Date or Period 1884 

ominant Architectural Styles 

I t a l i a n a t e ve rnacu la r 

»r Intrusions swimming p o o l at 
885/87 Elm S t , , a fcw 20th century 
sheds a t rea r 

Alterations s h i n g l e r o o f s a l t e r e d t o 
s l a t e , 1897. One i d e n t i c a l houac at 865/67 
Elm S t . demolished i n 20 th cen tu ry 

Acreage approx imate ly 3 acres 

UTM REFERENCE 

Recorded by A. Forbes 

USGS QUADRANGLE Organization BU; Concord H i s t . Comm. 

SCALE [ Date I 5/87 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other streetscapes within the community. 

The f i v e i d e n t i c a l houses a t Elm Place and Elm S t . , ( t h i s s e c t i o n i s now p a r t o f Rte 
2 , ) remain from an o r i g i n a l group o f s i x b u i l t i n 1883-84 f o r the Commonwealth o f 
Massachusetts, p o s s i b l y by CH Chandler o f Maiden. They are s i m i l a r i n s ca l e , p r o p o r t i o n 
and d e t a i l t o t h e e a r l i e r double houses on "Commonwealth Row" on the oppos i t e s i d e o f t h e 
Massachusetts Reformatory, (now MCI-Concord.) The i r des ign copies t h e i r predecessors ' 
one - s to ry c e n t r a l r ea r e l l w i t h s i n g l e s tove chimney, p a i r e d d o u b l e - l e a f doors , 2-over-2 
sash windows w i t h molded a r c h i t r a v e s , and water t a b l e a t the base o f the w a l l . They 
d i f f e r , however, i n t h e i r p a i r e d facade windows, c e n t r a l rea r dormers, and more 
e l a b o r a t e , d i s t i n c t i v e l y I t a l i a n a t e f r o n t and rear door hoods supported by e l a b o r a t e 
b r a c k e t s . The r e p e t i t i o n o f t h e i r i d e n t i c a l forms and v o i d s , angles , c o l o r s , and 
d e r a i l s , makes t h i s group, as i n the houses on Commonwealth Row, one o f the most v i s u a l l y 
c o n s i s t e n t s t ree tscapes i n Concord. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of streetscape and how the streetscape 
relates to the development of the community. 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r t h i s house group were passed by the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1883, 
j u s t a f t e r b o t h a new governor and a new Sta te P r i s o n warden had taken o f f i c e , and thus 
r e f l e c t one way t h a t these new a d m i n i s t r a t o r s chose t o make t h e i r mark on t h e p r i s o n 
system. More s t y l i s h i n ornamentat ion than t h e i r e a r l i e r coun te rpa r t s on "Commonwealth 
Rosr," they g i v e v i s u a l form t o the more l i b e r a l and l e n i e n t p o l i c i e s o f b o t h Gov. B u t l e r 
and Warden Roland Usher t h a t were soon t o r e s u l t i n the es tabl i shment o f the 
Massachusetts Reformatory here i n l a t e 1884. They a l s o i l l u s t r a t e a response on t h e p a r t 
o f the s t a t e t o c r i t i c i s m s aga ins t s t r i n g e n t c o n d i t i o n s a t the p r i s o n f o r b o t h inmates 
and employees; the l a t t e r who were s t i l l f i n d i n g i t d i f f i c u l t t o o b t a i n l i v i n g 

j accommodations near the p r i s o n . 
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