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FORM 6 - STREETSCAPE 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

ite) 

Sketch Map: Draw map of street, clearly 
showing all buildings; Indicate street 
addresses for all buildings; Identify 
Intrusions. 
Indicate north. 

AREA FORM NO, 

Town West Concord 

Street Name Bradford St. 

Addresses (Inclusive) 23 , 33 , 43, (S. 
aide) 

DESCRIPTION 

General Date or Period 1906 

Predominant Architectural Styles 

U t i l i t a r i a n 

Major Intrusions none 

Alterations L o a d i n g dock demolished. 
™ b i n t e r building bridges enclosed, 
1950's; some window replacement. 

Acreage two acres 

N 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

Recorded by 

Organization 

A. Forbes 

fo r Concord Hist. Comm. 



( 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of -
other streetscapes within the,.community. , 

Although asphalt siding and window replacement have altered some races of the four 
buildings of the Allen Chair Factory on the south side of Bradford s t r e e t , most of t h i s 
small i n d u s t r i a l complex s t i l l appears as i t must have must have looked i n the f i r s t 
decade of the twentieth century. The factory consists of three p a r a l l e l three-story, 
wood-frame rectangular buildings w i t h low-pitched roofs, and a one-story b r i c k powerhouse 
wit h a small clapboarded drying shed attached. A l l four buildings rest on b r i c k 
foundations. The westernmost of the three-story u n i t s , (the o r i g i n a l millwork b u i l d i n g ) , 
though largely covered w i t h asphalt siding, retains most of i t s early 6-over-6 sash 
fenestration. The other two, (office/storage to the east, and storage/staining/var-
nishing/upholstering i n the center,) are s t i l l l argely clapboarded, though most of t h e i r 
windows have been replaced w i t h 1-over-l's. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of streetscape and how the streetscape 
relates to the development of the community. 

The Allen Chair factory was b u i l t i n 1906 on a street l a i d out by the Concord West 
End Land Co. i n 1899, under trustees Loring Fowler and Joseph Scott. As such, i t i s one 
i l l u s t r a t i o n of a local West Concord entrepreneur-ship paving the way for i n d u s t r i a l 
development from outside the town. The presence of the company's employees also inspired 
further housing development, especially on CWELC land i n the Maple St./Lawsbrook Rd. 
area. 

. The factory i s the best surviving i l l u s t r a t i o n of the importance of the r a i l r o a d i n 
a t t r a c t i n g industry to Concord Junction. A loading dock along the Fitchburg tracks 
o r i g i n a l l y ran the length of the complex, as the company depended on f r e i g h t service f o r 
receiving supplies and shipping i t s f u r n i t u r e . 

The Allen Chair Co., founded by Charles Allen and Messrs. Thompson and Whitney, and 
managed by Charles, W. Stuart and T.F. Allen, manufactured a va r i e t y of chair designs 
over i t s 40-year hi s t o r y , including Mission and Arts and Crafts styles , and bcx-seat 
dining chairs. I t was best known for i t s oak "Bank of England" chair, found i n 
courtrooms throughout the country. The factory was bought by the Finley Furniture Co. i n 
the mid-1950's; i t i s now owned by Bradford Furniture Co. 
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