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FORM G - STREETSCAPE AREA FORM NO. 

West Concord 

et Name 
Main St., (N. side) 

esses (Inclusive) 
1336-1450 

RIPTION 

ral Date or Period 
Ca. 1880-1920 

' q j S l f b m ^ f^Wural Styles 

r Intrusions 
none 

' /SbiL- /SEG/s 0kv'gtetif 

Sketch Map: Draw map of street, clearly 
showing all buildings; indicate street 
addresses for all buildings; Identify 
intrusions. 
Indicate north. 

Enclosed porches at 1344/46 
A 1 te^&UOflfrn- window and c\nnr a l t P r a t i n n a t 

1440 and 1450; synthetic siding on s i x 
houses 

Acreage 
Approximately 2 acres. 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Recorded by _ 

Organization 

Date 

A. Forbes 

for Concord Hist. Comm. 

3/10/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate 1n terms of 
other streetscapes within the community. 

The block of Main St. between Church and Highland St. was part of the 10-acre parcel 
of former Ralph Warner land that was divided i n t o house l o t s by the Concord Junction Land 
Co. i n 1896. (See Streetscape Form # : Church/Highland Sts.) I t s wood-frame houses 
are s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t i n appearance, however, from those on the Highland St. section 
of the subdivision. I n i t s Colonial Revival theme and the larger size of i t s buildings, 
i t has more i n common w i t h i t s neighbors across Main St. A wide range of Colonial Revival 
vocabulary appears here, from the Palladian window of #1414, and the dentilated cornice, 
projecting, sidelighted entry of #1404, through a block-long p r o l i f e r a t i o n of pediments/ 
diamond, e l l i p t i c a l , and stained-glass windows, and, on nearly every building, some 
version of the Tuscan column—single, double, or t r i p l e ; f u l l - h e i g h t or pedestaled. 

The row begins w i t h two large, pitch-roofed, nearly i d e n t i c a l double houses, wi t h a 
pair of 2-story bay windows on the facade; (four contemporaneous houses of the same type 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of streetscape and how the streetscape 
relates to the development of the community. 

With Highland and Church Sts, t h i s section of Main St. shows the close involvement of 
West Concord's residents i n shaping i t s development. The block from Church t o Highland 
St.s was subdivided i n 1896 by the Concord Junction Land Co., a syndicate composed of West 
Concord residents. At least one of the group's o r i g i n a l investors. Reformatory Instructor 
Michael F a r r e l l , b u i l t one of these houses, a t #1414. As i n a l l the neighborhoods of 
large, wood-frame houses near Concord Junction, t h i s block i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the 
number of Mass. Reformatory employees who b u i l t homes here, indicating that, at the t u r n 

I of the century, the demand f o r new housing created by the Reformatory had not abated. Of 
the eight houses b u i l t on the block by 1906, at least f i v e were owned or occupied by 

| Reformatory o f f i c e r s and instructors. 
An important aspect of the streetscape i s the former Abiel Chase property occupying a 

prominent h i l l - t o p position at i t s western end. Chase, dubbed "the Strawberry King", was 
a market gardener who had much to do w i t h Concord's reputation as a major 
strawberry-growing center i n the second h a l f of the 19th century. His son, F.H. Chase, 
became a well-known Boston judge. Just west of the converted Chase carriage house, an area 
of open land i s what i s l e f t of the William Simpson estate, which Boston congressman John 
F. "Honey F i t z " Fitzgerald bought i n 1897. For a short time i t was his residence; i t 
remained h i s family's summer home f o r several years. Also i n 1897, Abiel Chase succeeded 
Loring Fowler as Concord Junction postmaster, thanks i n part t o Fitzgerald's influence. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

are located at 255, 269, 277, and 349 Commonwealth Av.) Other house types range from 
three Four-Sguares, and two large, rectangular hip-roofed houses, to an early 
flared-roofed "Dutch Colonial" design at #1362, and one of West Concord's few la t e 
Mansard-roofed houses, at #1404. 

Just west of the subdivision, a sloping landscape rises t o a hip-roofed I t a l i a n a t e 
farmhouse and i t s pitch-roofed carriage house, the l a t t e r altered to a residenceby the mid 
20th-century . ' 

Community: 
West Concord 

Form No: 

Property Name: 1336-1450 Main St. 

I 

i 
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